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JDFERTISEMENT. 



It has been suggested to the Author^ that an Engraving 
of the Sketch mentioned in the thirteenth page^ as made by 
Mr.GELL at Eleusis, shewing the situation of -the Statue 
of Ceres when discovered sunong the Ruins of the Temple, 
would be an interesting addition to the Work. This has 
been done accordingly ; and the Binder is directed to place 
the Four Plates, not as they are mentioned in the Preface 
and in the thirteenth page, but in the following order. 

I. FaAGMENT OF THE Statue OF C£R£s> with the Facc 

restored, (after a design by Flaxman, engraved by 
TomkinSf) as a Frontispiece to the Title. 

II. View of Eleusis, 8cc. from a Sketch made on the spot 

by W.Gelly M.A. of Jesus College, Cambridge; engraved 
by Tomkins; to face page 14. 

III. Fragment of the Statue of Cebes, shewing its 
present state ; from a drawing by Flaxman, engraved by 
Tomkins; to face page £4. 

IV. The Statue of Ceres, according to its pristine state, as 
restored by Flaxman ; from a design by him, engraved by 
Tomkim; to face page SO. 



P R E P A C E^ 



The Public are not any way concerned in the 
difficulties encountered to remove the Marbles described 
in this small Volume, from remote and barbarous countries 
to the place where they now are*. The Collection, such 
as it is, must be considered, after all, merely a gleaning. 
The Sickle and the Sheaf were in other hands. But, 
if future travellers from the University, hereafter visiting 
the territories in which these monuments were found, 
contribute also their portion. Alma Mater will have 
no reason to blush for her poverty in documents so 
materially affecting the utility and dignity of her 
establishment **. The foundation, at least, of a Collection 

of 



(*) By observations which occur in pages S$, 45, it will not be difficult 
to conjecture some of the causes. 

(^) The hope is hardly expressed, ere it is in some measure accomplished ; 
for the Author has the satisfaction to congratulate the University upon the. 
liberal contribution made by Mr. Walpole of Trinity College, after returning 
from his long travels in Greece and Asia Minor. In a description of the 

Marbles 

b 



11 PREFACE. 

of Greek Marbles may be said to have been laid ; and 
by a description of the parts which compose it, 
there is reason to hope, some points of antient 
history may appear illustrated; some passages in the 
text of Classic authors less equivocal. At the same 
time, if the observations chiefly lead to conclusions 
remote from any apparent connexion, let it be observed, 
that the great mass of historic truth is formed by the 
collection of single facts. 

No attempt has been made towards the restoraition 
of any of the Marbles here described . They have been 
deposited in the Vestibule exactly as they were found. 
In this respect we have not imitated the example of the 
French : and it is believed, the Public will not dispute 

the 



Marbles added by /him to the Collection^ some observations concerning the 
remains 'of antient splendour in the provinces of lonia^ Caria, andJLydia^ might 
])£^ye b«en introduced; but they were purposely omitted^ because he is 
much better qualified, and it is hoped prepared, to satisfy the curiosity 
of the Public, in this respect. 

But while inducement is thus offered to others to augment the Collection 
so happily begun, some acknowledgment is due from every Member of the 
University, for the munificent, although frustrated, intentions of another of its 
individuals. Mr. George Petre of Jesus College, nephew of Lord Petre, 
embarked for the Continent with the noble design of sparing no expence 
whatever to enrich this University with the remains of Antient Greece. He 
was accompanied and guided in the undertaking by the Rev. Mr. Eustace, 
whose zeal anil talents most ably qualified him for the task. Scarcely had 
these travellers reached Ithaca, where they stood, as it were, in limine, and 
were preparing to excavate the whole of the Olympic Course, when the 
turbid aspect of public affairs compelled them to return, without having 
accomplished the object of their wishes. 



PKETACE. Ill 

the good taste of the University, preferring a mutilated 
fraigmeiit of Grecian scqlpture, to any modern repara- 
tion^ Had Cwes gone, to Paris, she would soon have 
issued from a French, toilet, not only with a new face, 
but with all her appropriate insignia, her car, dragona, 
and decorations, until scarce any of the original Marble 
remained visible. Some of the Statues in the French 
Collection have not a cubic foot of antique marble in 
their composition. Even the femous Belvidere Apollo 
(a circumstance little known) was degraded by spurious 
additions, when placed in the Vatican. Its restoration 
since has been probably more notorious. At the same 
time, while we disclaim every intention of altering 
the conditio^ of such venerable relics, the Public are 
fully qaalified to judge of the original appearance of the 
Statue of Ceres, by the exquisite drawings, for which 
we are indebted to the genius of a modern Phidias, 
Flaxman. In the first, as expressed in a future page, 
he merely delineates the pi^seht state of the Marble*; 
in the second, he has shewn the form of the coun- 
tenance^ from the most authentic documents ^; in a third, 
he endeavours to represent the appearance of the Statue 
when it was entire:^. A few words will now be added 
upon the nature of the restoration. 

That 

(*) See Page 24. (*») See the Frontispiece, 

{^) S6e Pag^ 30. From this last Design, the EWest Daughter of Mr. 

Wilkinis,- S6n'. con^pleted a Di'awing upon a very large sCale, which is 

suspended in the University Library. 



IV PREFA^JE. 

That Ceres, at Eleusis, was represented in a sitting 
posture, there can be no doubt: it agreed with the 
fabulous legend of her arrival, when she was found 
by the Well AntJms. She is accordingly so repre- 
sented upon medals and bas-reliefs. But it is very 
remarkable, that upon the bronze medals of Eleusis 
she does not appear upon a throne or chdr, but in a 
car drawn by serpents'; and it is most natural to sup*- 
pose the inhabitants of the place impressed their coins 
with the image of their tutelar Deity, according to 
the manner in which she was exhibited in their 
temple. Of this, however, we can have no proof; 
and the more common appearance certainly is that 
described in the twenty-eighth page, taken from a 
niedal engraved in the Notes to Spanhem's Edition of 
Callimachus, which exactly corresponds with Flaxman's 
representation. 

The endeavour which has been made to introduce 
a species of type suited to the lithography of the 
Antients, will, it is presumed, afford a more accurate 
representation of the appearance of Inscriptions on 
Grecian Marbles than any thing that has hitherto issued 

from 



(*) "Ceres in biga draconum ad s. d. spicas." Vid, Num. Vet, Pop, et 
Urb. G. Hunter, S/ttAo Caroli Combe, p. 132. Lond. 1782. Haym. vol.1, 
p. 219. Fig. 4, &c. 



PREFACE, V 



ftom the press. It was first introduced in the Disser- 
tation on the Soros of Alexander ; and it is now repeated 
in every instance^ with the exception of two only, 
where an Inscription occurs. The Characters on the 
Marbles described in iVcw. VII. and XXIV. from Anapa 
and Taman, had they been, so printed, would have 
exceeded the limits of the ps^e, and therefore would 
have occupied more space than is warranted by the 
forlorn hopes entertained of their elucidation. Where 
a FoRSON despaired, it would be more than foolish to 
be very sanguine. 

The brevity which usually characterizes a descriptive 
catal(^e but ill agrees with the length of the remarks 
upon the Eleusinian Fragment ; but they have before 
experienced the approbation of the Public: and being 
out of print, the Author would not have considered 
himself justified in ofiering merely a garbled extract 
from his former Dissertation. He has even made some 
additions to his former observations upon the Heathen 
Mythology. 

The celebrated Pascal wished that the Pronouns 
/ and Me were entirely banished out of conversation. 
The exclusion might be extended to writing, and per- 
haps with more justice. For this reason the Author had 
generally used the third person, in order to keep the 

style 



▼1 P R E F A C B. 

stjk of this little Volame as dear as possible from tha« 
disgixsting egoti^niT which it might otherwise betray- ' 
His principal object was^ to afford the little information 
he possessed^ within a small compass^ and to express 
that little with accuracy* If he has failed in this design^ 
the fault is entirely his own. In former pablicationSjr 
the keen and critical revisal of a Ttrwhitt might give 
a sanction to writings, for the want of which no attention 
of their Author couM possibly have compensated. If it 
was then a pride to acknowlec^e the fostering hand of 
wisdom and of virtue, it is not less a duty to kment 
at this time the privation caused by anguish and disease ; 
a privation cakolated to afiect, not merely th^ walks of 
literature, but every channd- of society which conveyed 
^*^the benefit of IplQwledge, and the blessings of 
** religion," 

A most interesting discovery made by tht Earl of 
Ameed££:n: in the immediate vi^cinity of Athensy tends 
to throw some light on that dark and cnigitiaticai part 
of the Heathen Mythology which related to the syihbol 
of Medusa's Head, as it appears upon the breast ^f the 
Statue of Ceres*. The Author had collected several 

facte 



(») In our most antient churches, built in times of Roman-Catholic super- 
stition> (as well as among heraldic ornaments,) the same Figure, a " MementQ 
mori " often occurs, either in the carved work of their roofe, or in the 

stained 



PREFACE. VU 

facts with a view to its partial illustration ; when this 
discovery confirmed in the strongest manner the opinion 
he entertained. His Lordship has very liberally con- 
tributed his own authentic statement of the discovery, 
which is reserved for the Appendix, where it will ap- 
pear, together with the Author s observations upon the 
subject. 



stained glass remaiaing in their windows ; and it oilers an interesting example 
of one among the numerous Pagan symbols^ which, upon the introduction of 
Christianity, still preserved its title to veneration, even after its original signi* 
fication was lost. Among the churches remarkable on account of this 
relique, may be mentioned those of Hadstock in Essex, and of Trumpingtou, 
Bartlow, and Harlton, in Cambridgeshire. 
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GREEK MARBLES. 



I. 

A MONUMENTAL PILLAR, of the kind called 
Stdiy 2THAH, antiently placed on the vertex of conical 
Sepulchral Mounds, such as cover the Plains of Tar- 
tary, and are seen in almost all parts of the habitable 
globe. It is a mode of burial which preceded even the 
Pyramids in antiquity. The Tombs of persons of the 
most distinguished rank were once characterized by no 
other ornament. The use of H is recorded as early as 
the Book of Genesis* : " And Hachd died, and was 
" buried in the way to Ephrath, which is Beth-lehem, 
" And Jacob set a Pillar upon her grave: that is the 
" Pillar of Rachers grave unto this day.** Barnes, in 
his edition of Homer, has a very curious ttote^ in 

which 



(«) Gen. XXXV. 19. 

(^) '^ TvySia Ti, ^iMi fuj la tractaitt nostro De CoiwmuM, noadum edito, 
*' plura diximus de Cippis Funebribus^ Antiquitatem autem rei mirabitur, 
*' qui meminit uxoris Lothi, in Colwimam sails conversse ; et quod GenucM, 
" c. 35. T. 2&. Jacobus Patriarcha statuerit CUppum super sepulchrum 
" RachclU.'* 

B 
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which this fact is alluded to; but he translates the 
word 2Ti|\t/ by Cippm. There is some reason to 
believe that the Cippm was not always a Pillar; as will 
hereafter appear* Homer ^hus commemorates the use 
oftheStel^*: 

''Ei/0a € rapxvcrovpri. Kaariyvtiroi t€> erat re, 

TvfJi^w re, ^Ti]\ri re* to yap yepa% e<rri davovrwv. 

II. n. 456. 
And again : 

" -*— — 'co<rT€ ^TfiXfi fjkevei efiTedov, ffr* ifrl rvfi^ta 
[Avipo^ icrnicei reOveioro^i ije yvvaiKOs. 

• lb. P. 434. 

The Tomb of Epaminondas, at Mantinea, was a 
conical mound> or heap, with a Stfel^ on the vertex. 

The Stele here particularly referred to, was placed on 

the Tomb of Cleopatra of Berytus, as the Inscription 

tells; ... 

KAEOflATPA 

fOPnpY 

BHPYT^IA. 

and \\^as taken from the Ruins of f hanagoria, on the 
Asiatic side of the Cimmerian Bosporus, a. d. l8oo. 



(*) In Pope's Translation of this passage, it is most erroneously rendered 

Pi/ra?/tid : 

** His friends and pedple to hU future praise 

" A marble tomb and pyramid shall raise, 

** And lasting honours to his ashes ^ve : 

** Hts fame (His all the dead can bave) shall live." 



11. 

The base of a STATUE, supposed to be of 
that kind called by Herodotus Androsphinx*"; from 
the Ruins of the City of Sais, in Egypt ^ 

Larcher believed the Androsphinx to have been repre- 
sented by the body of a lion with the face of a man. 
The remains of Egyptian sculpture, and particularly 
those found at Sais, rather induce an opinion that it was 
the body of a man with the head of a lion. 

This Monument exhibits an Inscription perfectly 
entire, in the Hieroglyphical Writing, A representation 
of the Ibis is given among the characters used in the 
inscription. If any inference may be drawn from the 
prototypes of the sculptured images, or symbols, the 
inscription commemorates victories in the sacred Games. 
An account of those prototypea was communicated tp 
the Society of Antiquaries by the Author. 

iiL 

A STELE of REP PORPHYRY, remarkably weU 
calculated, by its durability** and simplicity, to copir- 
memorate the mode of sepulture for which it wa? 

employed. 

Herodot. lib. ii. c. 175. £dit. Galei, 

{«) The Inscription on the Pedestal is by Dr. Parr. . 5 

(<*) Porphyry was one of the hardest substances employed in antient 

sculpture. This Pillar is three feet five inches high> and nine inches in 

diameter; which is the ordinary height of the Stele, wherever it appears, 

or of whatever material constructed. . / 



employed. It was found by the French in Egypt, and 
had been deposited by them in the House of their 
Institute; whence it was removed by the Author, to 
whom Colonel HoUoway presented it in Cairo. , The 
French have hitherto concealed the circumstances of 
its discovery. There is reason to believe, from the 
unevenness, of the surfiace, that the polish it exhibits 
is not owing to the work of any antient lapidary, but 
to the hands of those who subse(juently held it in 
superstitious veneration. 

IV. 

A RUDE Representation, in very antient Bas 
Relief, of CERES sitting by the Well Anthios, 
having assumed the appearance of an old woman, with 
the Son of Meganira*. It was brought from the Ruins 
of Phanagoria,, on the Cimmerian Bosporus. 

v. ' . ■ 

A SIMILAR Representation of the same subject, 
from the same place; in which the <3oddess, accosted by 
one of the daughters of Celeus> is lamenting the Iblsfe 
of Proserpine^. 

VI. 

A REPRESENTATION in Bas Relief of a FIGURE 
ON HORSEBACK, from the same place; having some 

peculiar - 

(») Pausan. ia Attic, c. 39. Q>) Ibid, 



^ ^ 



peculiar reference to the antient history of the Cimmerian 

Bosporus. Such representations are found on the site of 

Phanagoria, and of Panticapaeum. The figure of a Boy is, 

moreover, generally introduced, meeting the person on 

horseback^. But it is'remarkable, that the Monument here 

referred to has a representation of this kind on either 

side of the stone, which has befen made to revolve on 

a pivot since it vv^as placed in its present situation, for 

the purpose of exhibiting the double Bas Relief. Below 

one of them is the following Greek Epigram : 

TElMOeEOZ AAZEIOZ XAIPE 
TElMOeEOZOnATPAZOZtbZ^XlZnAIZAEAAZEIOE 

TPIZAEKATAZETEONTEPMATIZASEeANEZ 
ATAA ANOI KTEI PXlZEnOAYKAAYZTni EH ITYM BXll 

HYNAEZYNHPX2nNXnPONEXO|Z*eiMENOZ 

III attempting to translate this Epigram, two methods 
are suggested ; either, by altering the text, to render 
a construction suitable to the spirit^ of the language 
in which it is written, or to reconcile the legend with 
any tolerable interpretation. Pursuing either, various 
opinions would arise, which it might be difficult to 
reconcile. The Epigram is therefore printed, so as to 
afford an exact transcript of the characters which appear 
upon the marble; merely observing, that it comme-i 
morates the premature death of a person: whose name 

was TiMOTHEUS. 



(0 See Pallas's Travels ia the South of Rnssiai Vol. II. p. 2S3. Guthrie. 
Tour in Taurid. &c. p. 318. Biberstein's Mem. &c. 
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VII. 

A LARGE MARBLE TABLET, with a Greek 
Inscription, beautifully engraven. It was found in 
the Pavement of a Turkish Bath, at the Capture of 
the City of Anapa, in Circassia, by the Russian 
Army. Professor Pallas caused it to be removed to 
the Crimea ; and afterwards gave it to the Author. 

No other illustration can be obtained from the 
Inscription, in its present state, than that a List of 
Persons, whose names are specified, commemorate 
some public donation, or other event, in the time of 
Tiberius, 

The following Copy of it was made in the Crimea, 
when the Marble was even more perfect than it is 
at present ; a fracture having taken place in the lower 
part of the stqne, during its passage to England; 
Professor Porson compared it with the original. 

INSCRIPTION. 

BASlAETONTOrBAriAEnSTIBEPlO . 
KAirAPOSKAI^IAOPnMAOTXYSEPOTr .. 
... ... p ... . IHNOX .2 . . . . NO . . . 

iNinoeofn.N ..ispo 

ftMPIft ..O.IftAN'O. AAINI. . . . I 

. eEA ftT . . . . 211 . AM . O . . ^ , 

N . . O . . . . TOI .... TAX.. ASnO. . QE . . . 

O .M. . 2N02XP . ' 

nO0O2XPH2TIfiNO2 

.,:... I20Y .NOYMINIOSnA 

ATOYSN. ..0PANP20P 

.... 202AZAAZ0Y.2M. .on 

PATO .' 
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^ Y.n 

Ht HANAP02 

« OTKOZSC . 

.... O. AAESANAPOTEn 

. ., . XKOYNEOKAHSe . . . . < * 

r'«NB0'AP'NAKOYTEIMO •. 

rAYKaNsasiAropriA ^ , . r 

AATArinriAI^EINOT 
r24>APNAK.OYAOXA . 
.^APNAKiaNIA . . 
TOAnPOTAE^AOSAAPIZTONnO • 
ONO.ZABAriOYA0HNOAnPO£rio©OY .... 

NLSnAnAXftAOtXPHXTOTSMTPISKOYMYPEINO ,. . , . . .y . 
ONOYNEOKAHI4»APNAKinN02XAPAEIXEPEIX*ANAAPAZOY . .^ . 
EYZnAnnOSOAPNAKinNO2)rASTElArA0OYKE4»0OYA0HNOAfi ... 
PO2^APNAKiaNO£ATIANEOKAHSn60OY0EOTEIMOynO0O£MAPIOY . . 
IHrOSTEIMO0EOSY.'. .0AnAnA2:XPH£TmNOSEPMHSKAIArA0Or2 . . 
XPH£TIftN02EPM0YAYSIMAX02BnAniA2Xl>HXT0TArPnNTA^ • • . 
MAKAPIOSOAPNAKinNOrAPISTftNBAriOYSA^ASArXPHSTinNOS . . 

PNAKHXBIPOTOE^IAOAESnOTOS<>APNAKOTEPaTOSnO0OS , ... 
• .XPY2OXOOYnO0OSnAnAEPflr4»APNAKiaNOXEPnTO£riPAS • . • 
. 2XPTrnTOTnO0ElNO2:TEPrONIOTA0HNOAnPO2MYPIi:KOYA ... 
XTnNXPHLTIftNOIZAZZOYSTEIMO0EOYA0HNOAftPOLNEOK:AHS^ 
. . LHrOYMENOYnAnASMY^ArOPAKOSSOYATTAMASASnAnOY 
KO22OYSKAIA0HNOAllPO2YIOIBArHTO2AAMOSTPATOSAriOYMHNO 
AnPOrBftPAKOY4»APNAKinNEPMAAIflNOSATAKOYAXn..nOYKONOY . . . 
SArA©OYrOPriOYnABASOAPNAKOYTPArOT<I»APNAKinNArA . . 
eOY . . rOPriOYnO0EINO2BrNA4»ISKOYATAM ASASKAPSAnPOSAOKinN 

no0OsnAnnoYNOYMHNiosnO0EiNOYXAXAsroprosA 

.XEI YPA©nNO2XPHrTI«NO0EKAAHMHTPI 

Sn.NNYioSOAPNAKinNOSHrOY . 

MENOY AINOYMHNIOSY . 

'. ^ OKAHDATAaoY . 

ArA0OYASArA0OY<I>AP 

NAKinNOSM .' nYAaPOYPOAHN 

OAPNAKinNOS ...... KOSSOYNOYMHNIOSEPnXOS 

XPHSTmN02:AN'APAAE6NTOi;EOi:4>APNAKiaNO£innAPEINOi:XAPAEl 

p62XPHSTOYnAnnOI0EKAKATOKA2AAAOY 

T . . . nAnno2EPMHrAYKnNArA0OYXPHSTOY2:nAn 

OPOAllPO2AlMNAKOYMALTOYZKOeiNAnO0OSAT 
pSArA0OYnAnAEAZIA5:iArOY2:XPH£TinNO£<>AP 

NAKinNOr ATHSIAnAnnOSrQZlNOYN.YM^^ArOPASEAMBia 

O?IMpO0APNAKH2:<>APNAKinNO£HrOYMENOYHPAKAE 

ftN]SlEOKAEQY2XPHSTIflNEPMOYKO0ISAPlSTnNO2nO0I2KOLArA0OI 
A2YAXAA*0. . PAIOYXSI . .OYS^APMATAEPMAAXONl!} 0YMHJ5I.0YXPHST0YS 
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VIII. 

A MARBLE, with an Inscriptioit in the 
Armenian Language; the letters sculptured in relief. 
It was found at Kaffa in the Crimea, and is of no 
remote date ; commemorating work done to the Church 
there, a.d. 1400. 

Translation of the Inscription. 

'' By the Grace of God, I, the Son of Chalato, have done 
" my utmost, with the Son rf Ratranogloo, of the Faa^ 
^' of Michael^ to complete the Work of the Church of Saint 
" Oesent, with the Aid of the PuHic, for the Salvation of 
. "Souls. Let him, who reads this, pray for our Souls. 
" M.cccc. Caffa, of the Crimea." 

IX. 



A MOST interesting Fragment of an EGYPTIAN 
STATUE, found amopg.the.Rmos of the City bf Sais 
in the Delta, after the expulsion of the French hy the 
English army, in 1 801. It is exquisitely wrought, in 
the substance called Green Egyptian Basalt, or Trap; 
one of the rarest materials of antieiit art^ The 
beautiful polish given to it by the antient artist 
has resisted all the attacks to which it has been 
exposed. 

A zone. 



9: 

A. zone, covered with hieroglyphics, fastens the 
idrajpery round its waist; which is believed to represent 
the kaf of sonic Egyptian plant , But that which 
pfibticiilaffy entitles: it to the attention of historians of 
the^&ie arts is^ that, behind the Figure, the process used 
in carving tlie hierc%fyphical symbols* may be discerned^ 
part of the figures there delineated being completely 
finished, and the rest sketched with great taste and 
correctness preparatory to their incision. 

This monument is made to turn on a pivot, for the 
purpose of exhibiting that appearance with facility. 

A Marble BAS RELIEF, found in a Garden 
at Athens; representing a Procession of Athenian 
Citizens to the Ceremony of iNyriATioN at Eleusis. 
Almost all Bas Reliefs of this kind were votive tablets. 

XL 

The figure of PAN, covered with the hide of 
a goat ; found below the Grotto of that Deity, in 
a garden at the base of the Acropolis of Athens. 
It is executed in the grand style of antient sculpture; 
like the draped •" Figure of the Soldier," so much 
admired in the Collection at Paris; and the superb 

Bas 

(*) A remarkable circumstance, characterizing hieroglyphical sculpture, 
may be distinctly obserred upon this fragment. The characters, although 
all of thtm ituagUoi, are cameos, as to their inf<^rlor surface. 

C 
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Bas Relief lately discov^eid bj Mr, Gdl of Jesae College^ 
on a Well at Corinth/ From die a^>earatioe of an iroa 
cramp in the neck^ and the account given by historians 
of the Figures of Fan^ there was reason to believe it 
supported a Trophy. Mr. Flaxmah was of ihis c^inion, 
and executed a Drawings from which ao Engraving 
was made for Mr. Wilkins*s Antiquities of Magna 
6rascia^ Some Designs from anti^t Statu^^ pre- 
served in Trinity College Library, have since proved 
the real nature of the burden. A similar Figure of Pan 
is there represented bearing the vintage upon his head. 

XII. 

' A STELE antiently placed on the TOMB of 
EUCLID of Hermione, who is represented in the 
Philosopher's habit, with a scroll in his hand. Above 
the arched recess in which his figuite has been intro- 
duced, is the following- Inseription, in the Doric dialect, 
remarkable for the variation in the genitive case : 

EYKAIAA?EYKAIAOY 
EPMIONEYZ 

"Euclid Son of Euclid of Hermione." 

Below, on th^ part of the Pillar intended to be placed 
in the earth, appears a Dog, the symbol used by the 
Antients to denote the Infernal Regions, and which 
is often seen on the sepulchral monuments of Greece. 

This 

(*) p. 71/ 



n 

This Pillar s0rv«<} da d faonie-block in ont of ttie streett 
9f Attiwens, ao4 . was i^movod t& Carabri<^ in 1 8oi . 

xrti. 

A Sepulchral TABLET, found at Patmos, which 
may serve to shew the distinction between Cippus and 
Stele. It answers to the former appellation; and was 
originally placed, like our grave-stones, cither lying flat 
on the turf, or upright at the head of a grave, by the 
way-side; or let in, as a tablet, into the side of a rock. 
A passage in Persius seems rather applicable to its 
horizontal situation, immediately over the body^: 
'^ • • . Nofk kvior Cij^s nunc imprimit ossa? " 

The usage of the Cippus is of later date than that of the 
S^l^^ whkh cbantcteidzed the most itemote antiquity, and 
may still foe seen on tombs in the pkdns of European and 
Astatic Ssovsatia. At tlie same time^ it is not maintained 
tbat their names were never used as corrjesj^nding terms ; 
but that tbe St^l^, necessarily a Pillar, was not always 
implied by tbe word Cippus. The Cippus in use among 
the RoQians was generaUy. a slab or tablet, placed as 
before describedi^. The use of taWets in the walls and 
pavements of ouf churches, coumiemorating deceased 
persons^: as weU a:s> the common English grave-stones, 

were 

(«») Sat. L ver. 37. Edit. Var. 1684. 

C^) See Gniter Inscript. Roman, pp. 197, 198. 200. 711. There is not 
a single instance ii^ Qmter's work which represents the Cippus as a Pillar. 
Edit. foL 1616. 
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were dmred from the Roman Cippi^ and introdueed to 

this coimtiy by that people. Those who hare be«i 

accustomed to compare works of antient and modem 

art,, will moreover r^ecognise in the Tombs of our 

church-yards, the Sarcophagus of the Romans, and 

Soros of the Greeks. 

The subject, here represented in Bas Relief, is the 

Death-bed of " Aristeas the Son of Zosimus;** in 

which the Dog, placed as before described, typifies the 

Regions of Pluto. Below is this Inscription : 

APICTEAC 
ZnCIMOY 



XIV. 

Fragment of the Colossal STATUE of CERES, 
taken from the Ruins of the Temple at Eleusis*. 

The Author, in reprinting the Notices already pub^ 
lished reispecting this interesting Statue, has little 
addition to make. It is now pretty generally allowed, 
that the statue in question is that of the Eleusinian 
Goddess. Persons the most eminent for learning, not 
only in our Universities, but in the kingdom at laige, 
maintain this, opinion* With respect even to the 
possibility that it was. one of the Cariatides, the very 
laws of architecture forbid it; as the ornaments upon. 

the 



(*) lu its present statoy th« block of marble alone> without the pede8tid'» 
weighs nearly two toos. • 
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the head do not correspottd with the styfc ol)served 
in the huilding. Fausanias, moreover, who never 
omitted the notice of Cariatides when they belonged to 
any edifice described by him, makes no mention of such 
ornaments in the Eleusinian Temple, of which he has 
^ven a very particular account. Mr. Gcll, in his first 
visit to Eleusis, prior to the removal of the statxie, 
made a Sketch, to shew its situation among the roitts 
of the temple^; a copy of which is deposited in the 
Public Library. The Engravings here given are firom 
Drawings executed by Mr. Flaxirian. The first represents 
the statue as it now appears : the second shews the face 
as restored by him from the best authorities : 9- third, 
the whole statue, as he believes it to have existed in its 
perfect state, taken from iaccounts given by liistorian^ 
and documents afforded by the medals and the gems of 
Greece. 

The Mystic Temple at Eleusis was erected by 
Pericles for thie solemnities of the Festival of Ceres ; and 
Ictinus, the architect of the Parthenon at Athens, com- 
posed the plan of the edifice. Every thing that the arts 
of Greece could afibrd, in the period of their greatest 
splendour, aided by the genius, the taste, and the pro- 
fusion 



(^} The same enterprizing traveller has again tinted the* spot/ and asisnred 

4he Author, that notwithstanding the most extensiye excavations made by the 

agents of the Earl of Elgin^ in and about the temple, and his own peraevering 

rmmAp not atrace of- an^ documentconld be found to warrant a condnsion 

- that Cariatides Ibrmed part of the building. • . i 
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fusifm of tlietr gt^at ^troii^ was lavisl^ed upon thifir 
building. The ei^t of its > lieauty and pf^odigious; 
magnitude is described as ej;|»ting a degreie of astoiibh- ,^ 
ibentjt which could only^ be equalled by the awe its 
sanctity, created. Its materials Wjdre of the white marble 
of Mount Pentelicus. The most cekbrslted men, in the 
yarioujs arts necessary for its coippletion^ were emp^oyid^ 
to give the highest. perfection. to the works*. In this 
w^onderful combination . of .tfdmits^ Phidias presi<^d; 
whose ertraordinary powers, says Quintilian^ were more 
happily displayed in the representation of Deitiss than 
Hoxtids^; so that it was likely to present a mpfiiument, 
both, as a Whole^ , and; in the detail of its minutest 
decoraitions^ of whatever in. scul^^ure or architecture 
the world had seen most perfect. *' The genius^ of 
Phidias/* Says the elder Plimy, " preserved its superiority 
even in the minutest details^.*' 

At the end oi the fourth century, this beautiful 
euperstfuctxire fell a sacrifice to Gothic devastation^; 
Among the ruins of Antient Greece, there is not an 
>- - .'ui ..Lit : .1 , /•',.' \ y \ ... ejcample 



(■) Strabo, Kb. IK. Vitruv. iaPraefet, libitii. Plutarch. inPbricl vol. R 

P ^^^\ . ' i 

.(^) Quintilian^ lib. xii. cap. 10. : 

(«). Piin.Jg^st., Mat. lib, xxxvi. cap? 5-. , . * 

i*^) Dntiag^ the iavaakm of Abric Ihe Golh,. wl# |»a6sal the Sti^ita ot 
TherBMpylaii u the bead of 20QfiOO nDep, luid i^ ^^laiSie the Rarest i*^jd«w 
of Antient Greece^ tke whole terrifory tf Attica, ftoni jthe. Promontory of 
Suniam to the town of Megara, waa clesoWed.bt)thsimai^ of bia wtv^j- 
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ckample of any buildiog on which bafbaric rage has 
been Tented with more studied sdsemes of destraction^ 
lAaii on the Temple of Ceres at Eleuus. It is probable 
the early Christians contributed to e&ce, if not to 
annihilate^ the remains of (his temple^ by the detestation 
in which they held the rites there c^lebvated^.- Yet 
neither the ravages of the Goths, ncHr the mistaken zeal 

of 

! {^) Tbe Author has die Mti»f«ction to prove, that what lie tbu. ofl^ied 
merely in conjecture is confirmed by historical evidence* Eunapias expressly 
states the fact. He relates, that persons " in black garments " accompaniect 
tjie Qotliic arniy* diiriag the ravagef . eoquQitted aqynlg the Qrec^ teibples. 

Orf 'AXAa^i;i^o< txiir fchs Ba^Pa^vi fix rth wv><m9 wet^'^n, iavi^ hot ereiii^ 

S^l VM 't« fmm Ifuirta •;garr#r imAitut v-^aTo^n^lXlovrvf^ ppi^hwf aurf 
TA/r is^cfxrrtKut ^t(T^uSy va^aysU 90fMi xal avphafAog, " Quando AJarichus 

cum Barbaris per Thermopylarum fauces pervasit/ non secusquam per 
apertpm stadiuin^ aut campum Hberum et equoriw decursui palentem: ea* 
Craeciae angustias ilii prodidit impia natio fuscis utentium vestibus, qui nullo* 
prohibente simul tMrni eo irruperunt); resdissa jaiyi Pontificaliam iastiUitonim 
leg»5 atque vingulo/' Eunapius de Viu Philoa. Colon. 1616. p. 75, 

Another extract from the same author will shew that the persons so attired 
were Monks. BTt« \mu^nyw ruti It^^ Wvik vtv« wt^ovpf voo; Vlmix^f Mv^t^r^vf f^^ 
xtfT^ re fllbf, 9 ^1 ffi»i mwtffi ovtiinij k«< J; to if^a»U hf^t^^ ri.tca^ wUvt ^v^toi^naKk 
xau if^offra: a>J< ofAtf^ TotSre fno tvatfils iloxu to xaraf^QtiT* rotf Oiiov* rv^wwn* 

a^Xl^^onXf* " lidem po^tea in ^acra loca invexerijitt Monachos sic dictos^, 
homines quidem specie, sed vitam turpem porcorum more exigentes, qui iir 
propatulo infinita atque infanda scc^era commttteb«it ; qolbus tadien pietatia 
pars videbatur, sacri loci reverentiam proculcare: nam ea tempestate quivis 
atram vestem indutus, quique in publico sordido habitu spectari non abnuebat, 
is tyrannicam Qlitin.ebEii auctoritatem/' Ibid. p. 6^. 

In a prececHng passage^ describing* the havoc made in the Serapeam^ he 
says, '* The pavefnent alone remained, which they were unable to remove, on 
acctnmi of the wei^ <if the stmies" The remark U strikingly apphcabte 
to the Temple of Ceres at Eleosis. 
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of the teachei^ of thie GMpel; have altx^etiier 8^^^ 
Its destrbytos^ ignonuit etoi of the artsinMessuy ^ the 
accomplishment of their wmk,* have been contacted to 
ii^ure .what they were unable to lemove. Enoi^h 
remains to imiprefis the mind with ah idea of it£f uiimense 
magnitude and grandeur : Ifae pateitRnt, the ca^ilads of 
several of. the columi\s, shafts subverted and broipen^ 
hases and pedestals^ all of the most exquisite workman- 
ship^ are still seen; and many a mutilated fragment at 
once Attests the kunentahk eflbcts of superstition, and 
the unrivalled glory of the arts of Greece. 

Thirteen centuries had dapsed> during which period 
this magnificent edifice was yielding a daily sacrifice to 
barbarians, when it became first noticed by an English 
traveller. The learned and accurate Wheler, in his 
journey from Athens to Corinth, visited Eleusis, and 
thus describes the appearance of the temple : 

" The first thing we came unto, was the stately 
Temple of Ceres^ now laid prostrate on the ground: 
I cannot say, not having one stone upon another; for 
it lieth all in a confused heap together : the beautiful 
pillars buried in the rubbish of its dejected roof and 
walls ; and its goodly carved and polished cornishesy 
used with no more respect than the worst stone of the 
pavement. It lies in such a rude and disorderly manner, 
that it is not possible to judge of its antient form ; only 
,it appeared to have been built of most beautiful white^ 

marble. 
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smrye, ^d na I^s admirable work, Some cliapiteni 
^e saw of the lonick order, being three foot nine inehes 
otid tti half diameter^ which belonged to pillars of two 
£>ot and eleven inches dkmetef. Itook the dimensions 
of a v^ry beautiful corrier-^stone likewise, being six foot 
fimiiliehes square, two foot one Inch and a quarter thick* 
We observed many other large stones iamong tliem^ 
carfed with wheats-ears, and bundles of pqppy, bound 
together, being the characters of Ceres." * 

But a Tcry remarkable discovery was made upon this 
occasion, of the Bust, dr Statuey of the Goddess herself^ 
represented hy the author in art engraving so rude, as 
hardly to be reconciled to thcx^riginal Figure, if it were 
not for the more accurate delineation in the woifc 
of hts cmnpanion 8pon^, together with the description 
Jmd t^ dimensions by which it is accompanied^ It 
has this in^fiption : ** SiMtJLACRi Cereris ELEusiin^ 
pitA4&M£NTUli/'^ The circumstances which, amidst all 
the havoc of the Temjfe, have led to the preservatioil of 
this Figure, will afterwards appear. In the mean time^ 
the authot^s testimony to the identity of the Statue is 
hem subjoined. 

•* Hard hj\ a little more south-west, anrong the 
' ' mins 

(■) Whelert Journey into Greece, p.427» 428.. Wheler left Athens, oa 
his journey to Eleusls, in 1676. The Statue of Ceres was discovered by him 
M'JShxove*Tuesd^, the $th of February of that year. 

(^). See Voyage dc Grece ei du Levant, &c. par Span* ' , 
. (*) Whekr's Journey into Greece. 

D 
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mris of old walls, we found the remain^ of tlie Gkiddess 
herself J Yit. a part of her Statue from the head to 
below the waste^ made 'of very .white marble, of ad-r 
mirable work, and perhaps of no less a master than 
Praxiteles himself, as that was in her temple at Athens^ 
It IS a colossus, at least thrce times bigger than natuie* 
&he is girt about the waste, and two belts croiia each 
other on her shoulders. Her breasts appear v6ry natural; 
but her face is disfigured. Her hair falkth back upon 
heir shoulders, and is tied together near her neek. Upon 
her bead is a basket, carved on the outside with clustera 
of wheat-ears, bundles of poppies^ roses,/ and ressels* 
For it is she, that was said first to hare taught the 
Grecians how to^sow corn at Eleui^s; and poppies were 
dedicated to her. Fausanias pretends to be forbidden 
to write of her mysleried, by a dream; it being hdd 
unlawful for any to hear/ see, or know them, but thqsd 
that were. initiated in them; and none to reveal them ^ 
But Minutius Foelix knew them, and shews them to 
have been horribly wieked, and diabolical; which was 
the reason of their secresie. I designed the Statue 
perhaps well enough, to give some rough impierfeet idea 
of it; but not to express the exquifeite b^uties of * the 
work. A little higher on the brow of the hill we 
found a large basis for a statue, which we judged to 
belong to that of the Goddess. There was written 
upon it only N?? NirPEINOS lEPOKHPYE, Noumilim 

Nigriniis, 
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J!figfjm8:i Priest; which, perhaps, was the name of him 
that arected the Statue. But that which is most re- 
markable: about it, is a small Basso-i^ieli^vo, representing 
JThe Procession of Cetes,, i^ped.to be made hj the 
Athenians, in memory; of her going about, the world^ 
an ^fiearch of her daughter Proserpina, stollen by Pluto, 
after she had lighted her torches at Mount JEtna. The 
whole multitude carried, flambeaus, they called AaSea; 
and to them belonged officers, whpm they called Aa* 
^ovxoi ; being, I suppose, the chief regulators of that 
<aeremony/** 

To the testimony of Wheler may be added that 6f 
Spon, the companion of his travels ; who, with a much 
m(M*e accurate pngraying of the Statue, has given, as 
might be expected, a description in the same sentiments^ 
and nearly in the same words, as those of his friend 
and associate. Having mentioned the condition in 
which he found the Temple, he says, ^ " We observed 

a very 



(*) Thia pedestal is not now to be seen at Eleusis. A report prevailed 
at Athens, in the-year 1801^ perhaps without foundation, that it had beep 
removed to Fahna» or one" of the other Universities in Italy. Whoever 
compares Wheter's rude repres^iU:ations of Grecian sculpture with the 
original monuments, will perceive and regret the injury the arts have 
sustained in the loss of this beautiful Bas Relief. 

• ('*») ** Nous y renmrqullmes un chapiteau lonique tr^s beau et m6diocrement 
Ifroft, et L£ RESTE Dfi.LA Stat^e db CsaES de tres beau marbre blaqc par- 
faitement bien travail!^ : aossi ibtoitrrelle peut-)&tre de Praxiteles, comme celle 
f[ui ^toit a Atbenes dans, le temple qui luy ^toit dedie. Ce qu' elle porta 
«ur la t^te est ex;traordinaire; c'est comme un panier, autour duquel sont 

graves 



« yety beautifid and fnodemiely krgd looic isi^iisi, 
and the remains of T&s Sta'f&b o«^ CuRfiSi of tery 
^Q white marble, • perfeotlj^ well esecated: it wm 
perhaps therefore the wiN-k. of ?naiteles> as well a» 
that which wa» in tt^ temple, dedicated to her at 
Athens. That which she bears upon her head is «xtra« 
ordinary : it is like a bai^t, round whidi are sctdptoned 
ears of com with flowers, because she had taught the 
culture of the earth to dK>6e of Eleusis, and buiiohes 
of poppies, wt^ieh were dedicated to her. I made 
a drawing of her, sufficiently well to afford you some 
idea, but had moi^h for making you compidieml her 
beauties." i^ ; 

^ About the year i6d8, Monsieur des Mo^ceaur was 

at Eleusis, mi wrote m account of the Ruins of the 
Temple* An Iktraet from his Mtittuscript Journal was 
obnununicatfed by his nephew, Comte de Bonnetal, to 
the French Editor of Le Bruyn's Travels, and publiabed 
1^ M Appendix to that work. It will therefore be 
^ton s ide red in the order of its 'publication, rather ^lan- 
according to the date of the author's travels. Ht visited 
Meusis isome years before the arrival of Wheler.an4 
Spon ; but lus obseirvjitions were not communicate to 

/the 
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gloves des ^pis de bled avec d«s Qfeat^, pktce qn'^eWH Atoit ^laseign^ It 
cukiire de la terre d eeux d'Eieosis, et des jA^eiles de t>£itou qui tuy tftt^etit 
dediez. Je ]a ctayonnay assess bien pour v6us eft dotiner q^ielqtie id^'e, maU 
toez naal pour tous en fetre comprendre Ics beaatei.** Fofydge rfe-feMctr** 
iu Levant, &c. par Spon, Edit. AmsU 1679. p. 216, 
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the Voirld before thie y^cu: i^iaj and even then thef 
Are ttot givai in his owti words, Ixat related' by the 
editor, who speaks always of the author in tfie third 
person \ Des Mouceatuc evidently entertained doubts 
cono6niitig the 6rigittal History of the Statue, as appears 
by the foltewing representation 6f Ms written opinioti 
*^ '* In the midst of niinfr,'* says he, " on the slope 
of the hill, is seen the statue of a woman in marble, 
buried, up to her breasts* (It is the same of whidi 
M. Spon, who travelled seven or eight years after in 
those parts, has given us the design.) The work, wher* 
the drapery remains perfect, is executed in folds of 
wonderful -taste. The author does not venture to affirm 
this figure to be that of Ceres, and not one of the 
Gariatides ^hich sustained h friae in the temple, on ac* 
count of the inverted basket with which she is attired/*' 
The next, traveller of note is Bococke, whose veracity 
id proverbial^. In his journey from Athens to the 

Isthmus 

_: ,— .^H — M.— _— 1^^ — _ 

(^) The paaMge io thie parenthesis, aUudiog to SpoOj is iba from the pea 
»f thfe French Editor. 

(b) " Au miliea des ruines, stir h pente de la collitte, se ^oit la «tatii^ 
d^ine iemme en marbre, enterr6e jusqu'aux mamtnelles. (C'est telle doni 
M. Spon, qui TOyageoit sept ou fatiit ans apr^ des <:es qtkaftiers, notis a dotm^ 
le dessein,) L'ouvrage ou est aehev^ la draperie, fait des p]ts d'utt go^ 
imerveilletix. L'atrteur n'ose assurer qtre tette figure soit cclle de Oer^, ^ no<i ' 
pa^ quelque Cariatide qui soxrtenoit une frise dans ce temple, i cause de ee 
panier renversA dont elle est co^ffi&e.** See Le Bruyrft Travels, tiW.V. 
p. 4d!2. 

' <*) The petjuisites essentia:! to the perfection of a Thiveller are said to bi 
'* theVeractty of Poeocke, the Leamiiig of Shaw, liie Pendl of Nvrdm, *ft 
Descriptfve Powek at Savarj, and tb€i Eftteiprise of jBHiee.** 
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Isthmus of Corinth, amTing at Eieii9b% he:tlli)$ iBj^eiik$ 
of the Temple and Statue of Ceres. '''.At the north 
foot of the hill, on an advanced ground, th^re are mttfty 
imperfect ruins, pieces of pillara and entablatures;; and 
dmibtlesB it is the spot qf the Temple of Ceres and 
Proserpine^'' . . . ; '^ At the Temple of Ceres I saw thf 
large Bust or upper part of a Statue, suj^posed to have 
been designed for that Goddess; it is so large, that it 
measured at the shoulder9 five feet and ^ half broad; 
there is a circular isort of ornament on the head, above 
two feet deep, the middle part of which is adorned with 
foliages of oak, as mentioped by travellers, but the face 
is much disfigured."*^ 

from Pococke, onjitting the observati<ms of a few 
foreigners, whose descriptions would appear more like 
plagiarism than original matter, we come to thp work 
pf Dr. Chandler, pf Oxford ^ It is not easy to reponcile 

his 



(*> Oa the 4th of September^ 17S9. 
; (b) Pococke's D^ription of tlje East^ vol. IL part ii. pp. 170/171. 
The cause of the injury which the face has experienced more than the rest 
^f the Bgure, may be e^ily e^jplained with reference to the njaterial used by 
the antient sculptor. Veins of extraneous matter are commoii in Peotelicaa 
niarble ; and their decomposition has subjected many pf the fine works of 
^^theqian artist^ to more speedy decay than others haye sustained which were 
wrought in the marble of Faros, Naxos, and Thasos^ A vein of schistiis 
msy be observed in the marble of the l^lensinian Fr^gment^ traversing the 
.lyhple mass, in a direction parallel to the baqk of the Statue. As this substance 
became decomposed by the action of the atmosphere, the face and part of the 
breasts fell off,* and the slightest inspection of the marble, in its present state, 
^ill prove that the front of the calathus had nearly shared the same fate. 
(0 Dr. Chandlei: want at Eleusis on the dOth of March, \7Q0* 
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his topography of the Temple of Cereis with thedescripV 
tions of travellers who had preceded him,, or y^ho have 
since visited . Eleusis : but he gives a long account of 
the Mystic Temple**,, and adds^^ that the site was beneath 
the brow, at the east end of the hill, and encompassed 
by the fortress. ". Some marbles/* says he, ^* which 
are uncommonly massive, and some pieces of . the 
columns, remain on thie spot. The breadth . of the cell 
is about a hundred and fifty feet j the length, including 
the pronaos and portico^ is two hundred and sii:teen 
feet The diameter of the columns, which. are fluted 
six inches from the bottom of the shafts, is six feet and 
more than six inches. . • . . About three fourths of the 
cottages are within the precincts of the Mystic Temple. 
-^At a. sjoiali distance ironi the north end of the 
inclosure is a heap of marble, consisting of fragments^ 
of the Doric. ahd Ionic orders; remains, it is likely/ 
of the Temples of Diana Propyl6i and of Neptune; 
and of the Propyl^um or gateway. Whclei: saw some 
large stones carved with wheat-ears and bundles of 
poppy. Near it is the Bust of^ a colossal Statue of ear- 
cellent workmanship, maimed, and the face disfigured ; 
the breadth at the shoulders, as measured by Piococke, 
five feet and a half; and the basket on the head above 
two feet deep. It probably represented Proserpine^. .... 

A tradi- 

(•*) Travels in Greece, by Richard Chandler, D.D. p. 189/ &c. • 
(*) No reason is given for tbia copjecture. ^ . v 



A tradkioii preyails^ that if the broken Statue be w* 

moTcd^ the fertility of the land will cease. Achoiet 

Aga was fully possessed with this superstition, an<l 

declined permitting us to d^ or measure there^ until 

I had OYorcome his scruples by a present of a hand** 

sjbme snu^^boxy containing several zechins or pieces of 

goldr^ ^ 

. . Such are the testimonies and opinions of the most 

celebrated men who have visited Eleusis, respecting the 

Fragment now placed in the Public library of this 

University, r To their authority may be added that (rf 

Mcmtfaucoit^ as given in the Translation of his wodc by^ 

a ktc Fellow of Trinity Cdlege^ - 

. ^' A- trunk of a Statue of Ceres which remains yet> 

191 the Tesqple of Ceres Eleusinia near Athens, though 

the i&qe.is disfigored and broke^ liath on its head^ 

a crown! of an extraordinary shape, and which seemed" 

to. rise up Vke a tower or turrets b^re it was injured^ 

by time. The Hgure is adorned with ears of corn and 

flowers." ; ^ . ' ' 

Supported by these authorities, the Abbd Bartbdemy 

thus aQndes to the Statxie, in his account of £Ieu6is : 

^' Ou se irmtxnt cette Statue dont T idat Sbloukaoit k» 

no&neauz initiis'^'' 

The 

— .-^^— — — ^.^^. .. ^ ..... . > - . „ .' • ~ .--■--- 

(*) Chandler*s Travels in Greece, pp. 191, 192. 
- X^ M o ntfaucou ^y Antiquities, translated by David Humplireys, W.&, 
vol. I. p. 52* 

(«) Voyage d'Anacharsis, tpm« V# p. 537. 








7»i- JVaoor of {irw. as It now i^earv./h?m a Drtmnm, madeTry ITFlaa^wn. 



Enpmved ly P.W.Tomkin*i'. 
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The Tcsanblancc which this Statue was supposed 
to bear to the Cariatides in the Pandrosium of the Acro- 
j)oli6 at Athens, gave occasion to a surmise that it might 
have represented a Canephoros^. 
• A few- facts were before urged to prove the inipto-* 
bability of this conjecture; and their repetition may 
perhaps now jiut the matter out of all doubt. 

The Kanhwpoi were certain Athenian Virgins, whose*' 
office it was to "carry a basket, called Kanoyn, at the 
Panathenaea, the Dionysia, and soihe other solemnities. 
This basket contained necessaries for the celebration 
of the holy rites, as the mola salsa^ the knife, or other 
instrument to kill the victims, and the crowns. From 
this circuriistance of the procession^ the Kanh4>opoi* 
received their name. Meursius gives the same account 
of them^j in his description of the Pdnathencea ^: 
and Cicero, mentioning two small bronze figures of 
the KANH«fOPoi carried off by Verres, also explains 
the meaning of their appellation 8^- It is to be re- 
marked. 



{^) MciiteQin Worsleyanuiny vol. I. p. 95. 

(«) ArchsBologia Graeca, vol. I. pp. 22Q. 383. 422. 

(^) " Post hos virgiaes sequebaBtur> €um canistris; id qiiibas ea, quae ad 
sacra facienda necessaria : undo illae Karafo^oi appellatae^ Hesychius : Kam- 
^^01. ' If rouf V9fAVaTg ett er <»|mv^t» va^dtfoi txayijfo^otw, iffwt^ nal if rots 
n«>cc6*}VAM!K«" Meursii Panathenasa, cap. 23. 

(g) '' Erant senea praeterea duo signd, non maxima, verum eximia venustate, 
virginali habitu, atque vestitu^ quae manibus siihlatis sacra queedara more 
Atheniensium virginum reposita in capitil>us sustinebant. CAiiRPHORS ipsaot 
vocabantur." Cicero in Ver, lib. iv. 

E 



marked^ thfi( tb^ Vjr<^^ ^ mQnibuf wbl^tifi' in the 
descriptiqn pf Cicero^ <iistii^n|s|i tb« Kanh^ppqi by an 
attitude which does vfit correspond with the app^mnc^ 
of the Statue from Eleusis. QsreSi fw in that Figure^ wa* 
often ireprfsented wit|i th^ l^ft arm extended. Her left 
bfin0 generally held ^a^s of cojfi\, hut somt^tiipeii^ a patera I 
the right siqpported a sceptre, poppie^J| or ffuit*. Th^ 
canisters or basikets of tl^e K^j^kh^qboi ifrem also filled, 
uppn certain pcc^iqn^ wit|iflp^ers, apd pther vegetable 
productions. At the Hi tea of Bapphus, the Kana wer^ 
pf gold, and co|itai|ied fruit ^, Canephoriap Festivals 9xp 
not yet entirely abolished ; r^^i^f^^ of tt^ent h^ng ^tiU 
pbserved in thp Groel^ ^liE^lands*^. 

Much error has arisen from liayii^ cpnfoi)nde4 
the Kanh^qbox lyith the Kisto^opqi. And t\iik^ cir- 
cumstance is mentioned by a Scholiast in a not^ to^ 
C^Uimachus'^ : ^^ P^rp^am ^i^^n4*^ ^W dq^ti K^it 
v^gfkSpov^ pt KuTTo^pom* Jn c^aiki» ^e a^p^tmi 

portcH 



(*) See the Antiquities engrayed io the Eruesti Edition of Callimachus, 
vol. I. p. 232. The Bas Relief, found at Athens by Wheler^ p. 405. Edit. 
Lond. 1682; and the varioas representations of Ceres, i« Montfiittcon^ smd 
other authors. "* 

{}) Arcti»ol^^rawJa, vol I. p. S^S^ 

C"^) At the beginning of the vintage in the Isle of Syia, the yonng 
idmarried women are 9p^, at sun-set, returning in procession from their labours, 
and bearing baskets on their heads filtpd with grap«»aad ibnters ;. the vine-. 
Ij^nmches &UUi^ ^Im»s^ tp the S^ou^, and twined elegantly about their 
]^r«i^s(. The nojse of ^h^r songs Ueing he;»rd fren^ afar, .the ypung menr 
90 Qa^ t^ w^t ^hiem, {md ym die chofi^ ay th^y e»^r tike tqwQ. 

(^) Callimach. Hymn, et Epigram. Edit. Ernesti, ^. L p. 2?3u in SckoL. 
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pdrtabantur Jhres et sficcs nobilibui i^rginilms, in dstis 
verb A mulieribus sacra mystical The Ki(rT(rip6poi werd 
employed at the £leu8inian Festival in following the 
Procession of the Holy Basket, on the fourth day of the 
celebration of the mysteries^ In their baskets were 
seaamin^ carded wool, some grains of salt, a serpent,^ 
pomegraiiates, reeds^ ivy boughs, a sort of cakes called 
^dohi ind poppies*^. They are distihguished therefore 
from the Ka«h4»opoi both by their burden and their 
character* Neither does the description of them dor-* 
respond with the Statue of Ceres, which bears on its 
breast the Medusa, and on its head the Holy BasJcet, 
adorned by symbols^ many of which are not now to 
be explained, but which evidently refer to the sacred 
mysteries. Amoi^ these principally appears the 
Lotus, exactly as pictured on the Greek vases ^ The 
Gorgon terrors of initiation were typified by the 
Medusa; represented, according to the most antieht 
form, with the tongue exposed, as on the medals of 
Parium, on several pateras and lamps, and on a small 

votive 



(«) Archaeolo^a Oraeca/ ydl. 1. p. 392. The words of Mcuniun are, 
*^ £t in hjs (cisds) r^coibditae 8e^am^6S4 pyramides, laoise elaboratse^ liba multi^ 
distincta ombilicis, mfcae aliquot ^li's, draco, mala I'unica, corda, ferula, 
hederae, placentS| et papavera.^' MeursH Eleusinia, cap. xxv. p. 7 1 . 

(0 See the Works of D'Hancarville, Sir W. Hamilton, JScc. The capitals 
of the Ionic columns in the portico of the Temple of Minerva Polias at 
Athens, have the same representatipn of the Lotus. See Stuart's Athens^ 
vol.11. C.2, PhU. fig. I, 
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Tbtive offering, lately found at Delphi, and now in this 
\Jniyersity*. 

The Statue of Ceres at Eleusis was distinguished by 
the Kaaasion, or Holy Baskei, which she bore on her 
head, and which, during the celebration of the Mysteries, 
was carried in solemn procession. She is thus repre- 
sen ted on a medal of the Ptolemies^; on the Bas Relief 
engraved in Wheler s Travels*^; on the colossal statue 
brought from Italy, now in the possession of Mr* Townly ; 
and on various antique medals^ gems, lamps, and vases. 
A statue of Ceres is engraved in Mont^ucon, after 
a Drawing by Mons. Le Brun, in which the KaXadlou 
is represented plain, without ornaments. It holds in 

one 



(*) By the manner in which it was placed on a vase found at Jenikal^ 
in the Cimmerian Bosporas« and now in my possession, it appears to have 
some reference, like the amphorae on Athenian medals, tp the Shades of 
Death, See the Appendix. 

(^) In the Collection of the late Dr. Hunter. 

(O Page 405, folio edit. Lond. 1682. 

('') See p^rticnlarly the f&ngraving of a medal in the Notes to Spanbem's 
edition of Callimachus, tom. II. p. 651. where the Editor has introduced the 
following observation. " De solemni autem caleuho, qui vulgo in pomp4 
hujus Deae frugiferae praeferretur^ praeter ea, quae jam hie opportune ad- 
notarunt priores editores, addi insuper illud potest, quod Ceres calathum 
passim in capite gestare cernitur in nummis^ aliisve antiquis ejus simulacris. 
Cujusmodi duae, quae hie infra prostant, KoQiani juxta et Graeci pummi 
icones ; quarum pnor, ut ipsa praefert nummi ipscriptio^ Cererem e^hibet 
aut Saloninam, Gallieni Imp. conjugem, sub Ceteris sedentis, quae calaihun^ 
supra caput gestat, schemate, dextra autem duas spicas ac sinistra hastam 
tenet, et inscr, CERERI AUG! Jugusta." 

See likewise the engraving of another medid in Haym's Tesoro Britannico, 
vol. II. p. 210. PI. 1. fig. 9. ; and Fig. 10. of the same Plate. Also the Sitting 
Figure of Ceres, in the Vestibule, described in the 4th page of this Work. 
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one hand a patera, and in the other poppies^. The 
original was at Rome. If the upper part of the figure 
only had been discovered, it might with equal reason 
have been called a Canephoros. 

The beautiful Hymn of Callimachus to Ceres opens 
at the moment in which the KaXadiov is descending for 
the procession on the fourth day^. The women are 
called upon to hail its approach; and the prophane to v 
cast their looks to the ground, not venturing to con-- 
template so much sanctity. 

Ceres, being the same with Isis^, the KaXaOlop, or 
Turret, upon her head, is in itself a symbolical repre- 
senta^tion of the Lotus. Of this we receive full conviction 
by observing the various modes in which the Lotus 
has been represented upon the heads of Isis, and the 
KdXado^, or KaXadiop, upon the heads of Ceres. In many 
instances they will be found to be one and the same 
symbol. A very antient and remarkable statue of Ceres 
was published by Fabretti, and is engraved in Montfau- 
€on\ where the Lotus appears exactly as on the figures 

of 



(«) Montfaucon, torn. I. Plate 43. fig. 4. Edit. Paris, 1722. 

{^) tZ KoXotO^ karUrroqf &c. The old Scholiast to these words, relates that 
Ptolemy Philadelphus introduced the Procession of the K»Xa9/o» at Alexandria. 
(Callim. Hymn. &c. Edit. Ernesti, p. 232.) The Rites of Ceres were thus 
conveyed to the country from which they originally came. 

(s) Herodot. lib. ii» c< 59* "X^t; ^i Irn x»t<x t^i *£A?^ffMw. ly^Sf^-^'al ^/MTH^t 
Hist, des Inscriptions, tom. XVI. p. 20. XVII. pp. 86, 87. 
(*) Tom* I. PL 45. fig. 6. 
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of Isis found in Egypt. It:^^ms an estabUsbed truth, 
that Isis was the Venus of Cyprus, the Minerva of 
Athens^ the Cybele of the Phrygiaiis, the (2ete% qf 
Eleusis, the Proserpine of Sicily, the Diana of Crete, and 
the Bellona of the Romans. Indeed, in proportion as we 
advanqe to the source of those opinions which gave 
birth to the Pagan Mythology, the confusion, which at 
first vitw seemed to bewilder the inquirer, gradually 
disappears. The most ftntient e:icpositors of Heathen 
Fables teach us to believe that all their Divinities were 
modificatbns of the' active, and passive principle of 
Creation. The Giver of Light might be worshipped as 
the Sun; and the Receiver Was rationally typified by the 
Moon. Once iti possession of this clue, the complicate 
labyrinth of Pagtthism, whether surveyed in Egypt> 
in Greece, in Persia, or the more distant Eastern 
countries, may be explored. The agency of light upon 
a chaotic fluid, that important truth, recorded in the 
annals , of every people, and resulting from the latest 
researches into the History of Natijre, was known to all 
nations.. Hence the transition is natural to those various 
titles and personifications which became so numerous. 
Sol, Titan, Mithras, Osiris, Ammon, and Belus, were 
multiplied to such an extent, that Yarro relates there 
were no less than three hundred different modes by 
which Jupiter alone was represented. The same may 
be said of the personifications of the passive principle. 

The 




The Statue o/* Ceres mrtored if'om die Eleujimari fhapmrnt . and varunu aiuthenzie 
iy Flaaman and E^ffraved Iry F. W.Tomkin*. 



fuhU/hei ilanh 14 * /Ay . hy radeO *Dmisf Strand. 
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The Magna Matee was Isis, Luna> Juno^ Astarte, 
Vesta, Geres, Proserpine, Minerva, or Diana, according 
as their respective rites and appellations siiited the 
ciiatori^ and the language of the countries in which 
they'M/^e worshipped. 

How beautifid ia the mystic fable of the birth of 
Typhon, son of Tar(arus and Terra*; and how simple 
the explanation ! Subterranean fire is vomited. At this 
^wful manifestation of the first great principle o£ 
Heathen Theocracy, all the herd of Divinities, whd 
were merely its modifications, shrunk and hi<J them^ 
selves^: Jupiter became a Ram; Mercury an ibis; 
ApoUoaCrow; Juno a Cow; Bacchus a Goat; Diana 
a Cat; Venus a Fish% &fc. It 1& curious to observe 
the peculiar appropriation which characterizes these 
tnetaptiorphoses ; so that the various animals, introduced 
as mystic symbols, should still typify their respective 
relations to the active and passive principle. The former 
presented itself as a Ram, an Ibis, a Crow, and a Goat ; 
the latter, as a Cow, a Cat, and a Rsh^: and thus they 

wei^ 



(*) Hesiod. Theog. V. 819. Edit. Oxon. 1T37. Hygini Fabube, p. 35.- 
Edit. Basil U70. 

(^) Hence originated the fable of the Giants warring against Heaven, whom 
Jupiter is said to have confined beneath a Volcano (^tna), which for three 
thousand years has thrown out fire. 

(«) Ovid. Met. lib. 5. 325. Edit, Amst, 1727. 

(') " Lest ye corrupt yourselves^ and make you a graven image the 

likeness of any jS«A that ia in the waters/' Deuibevonomy, it. Id. 18« 



32 

were represented among the Antients. The Dolphin 
is found representing or accouipanying Venus ; aiid the 
Ram typifying the Egyptian Ammon. 

The depravity of man. tending always to personify 
Deity, caused the representation of abstract ideas by 
visible signs.'. That Which could only be mentally 
viewed, became thus a symbcrfical exhibition- Among 
other abominations, the active and passive principle 
were often figured, and woiishipped, under apj>earahi»& 
the most detestable* Hence ignorant men have supposed 
the people to be more vicious' than was consistent with 
their real history. The types they used were lamentabte 
proofs of a degenerate superstition ; but there wsig no 
tnoral turpitude in the ideas to which they referred*. 

It is now above an hundred and twenty-seven yrard 
since this Statue was first discbvercd by Whekr, and 
made known to the world by the publication of his 
Travels. During all that period, various attempts were 
made for its remoVal. The Eleusintans, whose super- 
stitions*' respecting it were so gr^tt that Dr.X3handler 
paid- a large sum for permission to dig near it, relate, 
that as often as foreigners came to remove the Statue, 
some disaster ensued. They believed that the arm of 
any person who offered to touch it with violence, would 

drop 



(•) See Herodotus^ Plutarch, and Lucian. 

(^) It was their custom to burn a lamp before it, upon festival dayd. 
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drop off; and S9M, t}»t Otice being taken from her 
station by the Fr^rcb, she retamed bacik in the night 
to her ifoitndr situaticii.. Neirtertheless, di^rent Ambas* 
sadoiB and Envoys^ reading at ; Constantinople^ made 
appliiatibn for its removal, and failed of success, Diplo* 
matic intrigue, the artifices and meddling cunning of 
the Greek Consuls, and, most of. all, the enonpous 
weight of the Statue, in a country, where mechanical 
aid was hot to be procured, frustrated their views. It 
is well known, that Monsieur de Choisseul Gouffier 
endeavoured to. obtain it for. the Freyuch nation ; and the 
agents of our own. Ambaissador arrived at Eleusis a few 
jdays after it sailed for England, attended by a J^niss^ry 
of the Porte, to give ordeiB for its being added to his 
collection. 

A short narrative of the mjeans used by private indi- 
viduals, unaided by diplomatic power or patronage, to 
procure for. the University, of which they are mepoibers,; 
this interesting monument of the Arts and Mythology 
of Greece, may not prove unwelcome. 
, The difficulties to be encountered were not trivial. 
It was first necessary to purchase ° the Statue from the 
^ Waiwode, 



• (O Hio^e who have visited Turkey know the difficulty ofmakiog such a 
purchase. Among other absurd notions which the Turks, and. even some 
0f the Greeks^ have about foreigners, they believe such stones are only sought' 
for the gold they contain ; and this gold, not in the form of orc» but of ready 
coined^ fine, glittering sequins. 

- ■ : F 



84 

Waiwode, (NrGovertMM* of Ath^i8> wbo alotm had pofwer 
to diepcMBe of it. A Firman ivw allien to be ^obtidned foe 
its feoKMral; die atteadaiice of a Turkish officer t» 
ef^orce the o^der ; a&d a i^sel eapab[le of c<nrve}^ng it 
away. The old quaj of KeusiBvConftisting of immense 
blod^ of marble, broken and dtsocdered^ required repara-r 
tion. Aoro68 the diasms, ^priiere thenfttoaes were wanted^ 
it was neoessary to place pieces of timber, as tempc»rary 
iM-idges, that the Statue might be conveyed to the utmost 
extremity <rf the quay, where a sufficient depth' of water 
would admit the approach of lai^e boats. 

When altheise prdiminaries wene adjwted, which 
required equal promptness and secn»^, amidst the oppo-r 
sition to be cii^ected from a herd of 'v^\e a«d mercenary 
Greeks, acting as Consuls to difierent nations ; in what 
manner coidd.a foreign^, without any mechanical aid, 
expect to rai|e a mass of thaA, nyagnitude, and convey 
it over rocks and ruins, fmqi. its station at. EleuMS tq 
^e sea ? > 

Athens afforded a rope of twisted herbs, and a few 
large nalis. A small saw about six indies in length, 
an aace, and some long poke, we^e found at EleusisI 
The stoutest of these poles were cut, and pieces nailed 
in a triangular form, having transverse beams at the 
vertex and base. Weak as this machine was, it ac- 
quired !Considerab]le strength by the weight of fhi? Stfitue^ 
when placed on the transverse beams. With the 

. remainder 
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reifiainder of tbe pG^ wfxe tnade A)llees> oyer whk^ 
the machine miglht move. The rope wai then made 
fast to e9ch extremity of the transyerse beams dit tbet 
vertex. . Simple as this contrivahce was, k sueCaeedbd^; 
whea perhaps more • compUeate machiaeiy might . havtr 
£med ; . and a mass of marble vv^ei^lihg near* twd tonSi 
was moved o]irer the brpw of the biU,; «f AcifOpoMsi 
of Ekusis, and from thence to the sea^.ii) dbpui nine 
hours. . . 

An hundred peasants wet^ coUecte4 from the viUagie^ 
and neighbonrhood of Elensis, aiid neaar ^y boya* The 
peasants were ranged forty on each sid^e ^e^ Woiib 
at the ropes^ the rest being employed with levers tQ 
rai3e the machine, when rpcks or lai^e stones opposed^ 
its progress. The boys, who were not strong enough 
to work at the ropes and levers^ were employed in 
taking up the rollers as fast as the machine left thclm,^ 
and in placing them again in front. - ; 

But the superstition -of the inhabitants q£ £leui»is>; 
r^pecting an idol which they aU f^^ded as the pro* 
tectress^ of their fields,, yv^w not the leaM obstacle to be^ 
overcome*. On the evening pre(:e(Kng the removal of 
the Statue, an accident happened, which had nearly put 
an end to the undertaking. While the inhabitants were 

conversing 



(*) Tbeynaintaiiijed tihat Qoaliip wquU ev^r get s^fe into pQi:t wilih ihtu' 
Statue on board; and the predictioa waft amply yerified in the wreck of the. 
Princessa. 



coaversiog with tibe Turkish officer who brought- the 
Firman fiom the Waiwode • of Athens, ah ox, loosed 
from its yoke, came and placed itself before the Statue^ 
and, after butting with its horns ibr some tipie against 
(he marble, ran <^ with considerable speed, bellowing, 
ibto the plain of Eleusis. Instantlj a general murmur 
prevailed; and several women joining in the clamour, 
it was with difficidty any proposal could be made. 
*^ They had been always,'' they said, ^* &mous for their 
corn; and the fertility of the land would cease when 
the Statuie was removed.'* These are exactly the words 
of Cicero with respect to the Sicilians, when Verres 
femoved the Statue of Geres: '^Qudd, Cerere violatd, 
Mines cultus fructusque Cererts in his locis interiisse 
arbitrantur\'y* 

At length, however, these scruples were removed; 
and on the following morning, November 22^ I80i; 
the' Priest of Eleusis, arrayed in his vestments as for 
high mass; descended into the hollow in which the 
Statue was partially buried, to strike the first blovr 
with a pickaxe for the removal of the rubbish, that the 
people might be convinced no calamity would befall- 
the labourers. At mid-day the Statue had readied the' 

summit 



(* ) Cicero in Verr. lib. iv. c. 5 1 . The removal of the Stotues of Ceres and 
Triptolemus from the Temple at Enna, by Verres^ is particalarly applicable : 
'^ His puichritttdo pcrictdo, ampHtudo saltdi fidt^ qu6d eorum demolition atque 
asportaiio, perdifficilis videbatur.^ Lib. iy. c. 49. 
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SHma&x>f die bill abave Eleusis ; and^ as the i wi waA 
settings by tixe adidhional assistance of the crew o£ ar 
Qasiot vessel biced ta convey it away, was placed at ::the 
<^ctremity of the antient^joay of the port. 
; Tbe^ext day, 23"^ of November, boats were placed 
parallel to eadi other from the quay to the vessel; arid 
planks being laid over them, a kind of stage was 
formed, on which the crew coiild more easily work the 
Uteks pf the ship;. These being all brought to act at 
Ottce upon the marble, it was raised and let into the 
hold.. The vessel then sailed to Smyrna, where the 
Statue was ags^n moved into the Princessa merchant-^ 
tMm, Captain Lee. In her passage home, this vessel was 
wmdked and lost near Beachy H^*"; but the Statue 
wto recovered, and finally reached its destination. 

XV. * ' 

A BAS RELIEF found in Athens. The subject 
appears to be The Initiation of Hercules in the 

• EleuIsi- 



(^) Herein was completely verified the augury of the Eleusiniaus; wh6 
were so convinced of the disaster which was to befall the vessel, that the newi 
<»f the wreck has served to confirm them in their superstitions coiiceniing th« 
Statue< It may be amu»ng to add, that subsequent travellers, having vi^ted 
the spot since the $tatue was removed, have been much entertained with the 
stories they relate. The first yeit alter the departure of the Goddess, their 
corn proved very abundant, and they were in constant expectation that Cerea 
would return. The next year, however, was not so favourable ; and they 
begin to fear she has deserted them. " It would have been impossible," they 
say,*' without witchcraft^ to have carried her off.'* 
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EuEmnriAK Mtstbaies. A Priestess of C!e^^ wilh the 
pecaliaf Ektem in her right hand whidi .chamcteri^cs the 
Rites of Ceres, soems to. invite the. Hero, who is Jeanis^ 
on his club, to partake in the solemnities. But it must 
be wmarked, that Tigares of Hercules in isuch drapery, 
if not dattirelj unknown, are extremdy rare. < 

' XVL '. • 

Fragment of a MARBLE STATtJfe, found in the 
Ruins of a magnificent Temple of j0ptTER Liberator, 
at the foot of Mount Ida. It represents the lower hi^f 
erf* a Female Figure, whose draperj has been executed in 
the first style of Grecian sculpturie/ -fhe ft\iios of the 
Temple were discovered ^y the Writer of this accouiit 
in the Spring of the year l8dl, during a journey t& th€5 
source of the River, whether Simois, or Scamander', 

which. 



( • ) ". Whether Simois, or ScatnanderJ'] This equivocal expression may pos- 
sibly require some comment; although it is by no means my intention to enter 
here upon a controversy which involves so much disicussion. With regard to 
4lie*ipe«e name of the river> it is very remarkable^ (and tb# auggestidn^ was 
IM^ 40 me by Mr. Walpok of Trinity College, who has lately examined the 
f|eio*of Troy with much atteation,) that, while almolt every antient author^ 
1^ been ransapked for references eoacerning the dispute upon Troy and it* 
W%^ tftw feUowMig passage 4if Horace hat been estirely ov^rjooked : 
*'T9m»M^ Assvadtellas, ^piani fiEj(ida|ieritf 

Fmdwxt Scamandri ^umm»" Epo4..Xin.. 

Call it 1^ sifppojsed, that if ^be epithet great properly applied to the Scsl^ 
insider, the poet would have used the word pam; especially when tho 

insertioii 
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which^ Iwirstkig in a perennial cataract from the rdeks 
of; Gai^affcb; waters, and isoa^mes inimdatea/ tfaft 
jnoin of Troy* Hie Temple was of wl^e marbte, cf 
'tiie Boric order, and of mch mstotii£Oiutig magnitsde, 
tliat the dimeriuofis of the entablature exceeded tiiose 
of the Parthenon at Athens. The neighbouring town of 
Bairamitch has lohg derived its materials for building 
from the Ruins of this Temple, and the baths by which 
itVas surrounded. 

XVII. 

JrARyr of a COLUAtN- of that rare antient Breccia 
called by the. Italians '* Ferde Jntico.*' It was taken 
from the Temple of Erectheus, in the Acropolis of: 
Athens. There are circumstances which direct to the 
long-lost quarries of that b^a^tiftil mineral. It is the 
substance called *^ Green Marble ofLaconia'' by Pliny ^ 
Paul SileQtiarius, enumerating, the different marbles 
employed in the .Church of St. Sophia at Constantinople, 
meations t^e '^ Laconian Green.'' In that edifice, the 
only green marble is of this kind. As the southern 

district 



Insertion of tnagm, independent of any attention to truth, neither afibcts Ite 
rules of metre, nor the rhythm of the v^rse } ' 

The Reader, perusing ti\^ yarious dissertations which the he^t of the 
Trojsin cpntrc^Tisrsy called forth, may perhaps be surpri^^ed th^t no notice. h%f 
yet beientakei} of this remarkable document. « 

(«»)Hi8t. Nat, lib. xxx^i, cap. 7. ...... * 
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district of the Morea is no longer considered diffi^t of 
access, it is recommended to trayellers, vho visit the 
neighbourhood of Misitra% to seek for the Breccia to 
.which those authors so evidently direct their researches. 
There is every reason to conclude that, the substaaoe 
called Verde Antico by the Italians, was originally dc^ 
rived from the quarries of Laconia^. 

XVIII. 

A MARBLE BAS RELIEF, found at Athens, 
remarkable for the ease and freedom exhibited in the 
sculpture. It is supposed to represent Caligula 
bringing his Daughter, Livia Drusilla, to the pro- 
tecting Minerva. ► . 

XIX. 

/A. Representation in Marble of an Antient 

Scenic MASK, found in the Ruins of the JProscenium 

of the Theatre at Stratonice in Asia Minor, by 

R. Walpole, of Trinity College, Cambridge, Editor 

of ** Camicorum Grcecorum Fragmehtd,'^ and by him 

deposited in the Vestibule, 
^ Of 



(*) Near the site of Antient Sparta, and the present Capital of Laconta. 

(^) A substance, much resembling the Verde Antico, has been recently 
'dilicOTer^ in Anglesea; of which I have received specimens for the Mineralo- 
gical Lecture, It is not so beautiful, however, as that found in the ruins of 
Greece and Italy. 
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Of tiiis Oassicai Rdic it may be observed, that it 
<>^T6 . the only correct model, hitherto brought to this' 
country, of the IIpoznnoN of the Greeks, and Persona 
of the Romans. It seems to have formed part of the 
ornament of the theatre in which it was founds and is 
peculiarly illustrative of a passage in Julius Pollux, who, 
in his chapter on Comic Masks, specifically alludes to a 
singularity observable in the features here sculptured "^^ 
According to Aristotle, in the fifth chapter of his Poetics, 
the origin of the use of Masks is unknown. Suidas and 
Athenaeus attribute it to Choerilus, contemporary with 
Thespis. Horace gives the invention to JSschylus *'. 
Diomedes asserts, that, on the Roman stage, the first 
Mask was worn by Roscius Gallus. The* custom of 

wearing 



(^ ) At the same time it may be remarked^ that such marble effigies of 
Scenic Ma^s were deposited as VOWS in the theatres of the Antients. In the 
Medicean Collection of Gems, {Mtc^wm Florentinmt, Tom. II, Tab. $5. No. 3.) 
is a sculptured sardonyx-agate, whereon appears a Marble Mask, placed upon 
a small pillar in the proscenium of a theatre ; before which an aged Poet, or 
Performer, having the crook inverted,-, is presented by the Muse* G«n's 
observations upon that gem do not exactly coincide with these remarks. The ' 
Mask, from its pleasing appearance and closed mouth, seems rather orchestfiric 
than comic ; and the ceremony represented, from the circumstance of the 
inverted crook, may be valedictory on the part of the aged figure. He has 
added the suggestion of a friend, which affords perhaps the best illustration : 
'•'^uidafn amicus meu9,-*gemmftn»-hane> dvkm ^aaa^^ illustrarem,. cariosiug^jngpi- 
" ciens, referre posse credebat ^chylum Tragcediae parentem, inventoremque 
" persons, non terribilis et horrificae, sed honest*, iit docet Horathis.'* 

Jul. Pollux, n*p* U^oiruvuv KaiAinur, 

(*) " Post hunc Perso^V* &c. Hor, de Arte Poet, 

G 



42 

wearing Masks upon the Stage continued until the age 
of St. John Chrysostom, who mentions that the Tra- 
gedians of his time wore them *. The first Masks were 
made of the bark of trees ; and afterwards they were con- 
structed of leather ; but being liable to alter their form, 
Hesychius says wooden Masks were preferred. They 
were also made of bronze, and so formed as to aid the 
speaker, by rendering his voice audible in the vast 
theatres of the Antients. According to Julius Pollux, 
there were three sorts of Masks; the Comic, the 
Tragic, and the Satyric. The Satyric were sometimes 
caricatures ; and so like the person intended, that the 
resemblance was recognised by the spectators, before 
the actor opened his mouth. They had also orchestrie 
Masks, for the dancers, without the mouth open, which 
were described by Lucian as having a more natural 
and pleasing appearance than others used in the Drama. 
A particular Mask was assigned to each character by 
the antient dramatists; and representations of the proper 
Masks to be worn by the persons of the Drama were 
carefully delineated in the manuscript copies of their 
plays ; as may be proved by the Manuscript of Terence 
in the Collection at Paris. 

With regard to the particular Mask which forms 
the subject of this Article, its resemblance to the busts 

and 

(•) Chrysostcmi Horn. VI. in Lajsar. ' ' 
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and antient portraits of Socrates ought not to pass 
without notice, when it is considered that caricature 
representations of his countenance were absolutely 
necessary in the performance of ^' The Clouds" of 
Aristophanes^ 

XX. 

A MOST exquisite Piece of Sculpture in Bas Relief, 
representing VICTORY in her Car, and probably 
alluding to the Career of Conquest which marked the 
marches of Alexander's army in Asia. It was found in 
the Castle of Pergamus, in Lydia, about sixty feet from 
the ground, and brought to England by the late 
Captain Georoe Clarke of the Royal Navy, while 
Commander of |Iip Majesty's ship The BraakeL An 
engraving made from it adorns- the Frontispiece of 
Mr. WiLKiNs's " Antiquities of Magna GrcBcia/' 

XXL 

Part of one of the COLUMNS of the Temple of 
Apollo TnYMBR-ffius ; found among the Ruins which 
still exist on the banks of the River Thymbrius, near 
the Plain of Troy. It serves to illustrate a passage 
in Aristophanes ^ in which he alludes to the very 

antient 



(»>) Aristophanes, KYPBK, Neph. v. 447. edit. Kuster. Id. 2THAH, 
Lysist. 513. See also Lysias, edit. Reiske, vol. I. p. 493. And Suidas 
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antient custom of colutnnating* Public Men; that is to 
say, of inscribing memorials of honour, or of reproach, 
upon the pillars of the temples. The interesting 
Inscription here given, commemorates the gratitude of 
the citizens towards a Phrontistes of Drusus Caesar, \jrho 
cleared the Hellespont of pirates, without imposing any 
additional taxes upon the city. 

HBOYAHIKAIOiiHMOZ 

ETEIMHXANTITONOY 

AEPIONnPOKAONTON^PON 

TIXTHNAPOYXOYKAIZA 

POZKAeEAONTATAENEA 

AhixnONtnAHZTHPlAKAl 

ENAnA2lNANEniBAPHTON 

♦YAAEANTATHNnOAIN 

(Translation.) 

^^ The iSenate and the People honour Titus Valerius Proclus, 
" the Phrontistes of Drusus Caesar^ who cleared the HeU 
*^ lespont of Pirates, and, in all things, preserved the City 
** unburthened." 



ht^cieu awy^u^orretu '* In quo inscribuntur facinora ejus, qui infamatur. 
'< Saepc tam^n etiam beaeficia eorum, qui bene de nobis merlte^ (in steli^} 
" inscribuntur/^ 

(*) In using this liberty with the English language, may it not be asked, 
if the Latin word Calumnia had not a similar origin ? 
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XXII. 

Fragment of one of the METOPES from the 
Parthenon at Athens, those surprizing monuments 
of the genius of Phidias, the undoubted work of his 
hands, which, in Jlfo RelieOo, represented The Combat 
OF THE Lapith^ AND Centaurs. Much finer examples 
have been brought to this cQuntry. by the Earl of Elgin ; 
but when the AUthoir wi,i in Athefas^ the removal of any 
article pf Athenrari sculpttird was an fexclusive privilege 
reserved for the Ambassador^ , The present Fragment, 
however, tvOB a gift iJf. the. Tiitkisli. Governor in the 
Acropolis. It is eietiiit^d in the Marble of Mount 
Pentelicus. 

xxm. 

A SQUARE Slab of Parian Marble, inscribed to 
the Honour of Drusus C^sar, Son of Germanictiis and 
Agrippina, who was starved to death by Tiberius, in 
consequence of the calumnies of Sejanus. This most 
interesting Inscription was found, by the Author, in 
journeying from Alexandria Troas towards the Plain of 
Troy. It was lying in two pieces, xm the surface of* 
the earth, with the Characters downwards. The Slab 
is of considerable thickness, and extends fiilL eight inchest 
into the wall of the Vestibule. The style of the Incrip- 
tion having nearly a claim to the Classical purity of the 

Augustan 
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Augustan age, and cogval with the Crucifixion of the 
Messiah, may afibrd an excellent model for compositions 
of this nature ; while the interest excited by the story 
of the age to which it refers, and the rarity of any 
public monuments to Drusus Caesar, on account of his 
untimely death, entitle this memorial to the regard of 
the Student, the Scholar, and the Historian. 

(Inscription.) 

DRVSO CAESARr 

GERMANICI CAESARIS 

Fl LIO 

TI AVGVSTI NEPOTI 

DIVI AVGVSTI PRONEPOTI 

PONTIFICI 

D D 

(Translation.) 
" Inscribed and Dedicated to the Pontifex Drusus Caesar, 
*> ^fm of Germanicus, Grandson of Tiberius Augustus, Great 
" Grwdson of Divine Augustus." 

XXIV. 

; .A MARBLE, with a Gree*: Inscription, found 
by the Author among the Ruins of Phanagoria, now 
Taman, a city on the Asiatic side of the Cimmerian Bos- 
porus. It seems to have been originally placed over the 
entrance of a Temple.' From the injury the Stone has 
sustained, part of die Inscription is lost; and it is not 
possible to give any other illustration of its purport than 

what 
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what a faithful transcript of the remaining Characters 
will afiprd. It is therefore considered in the same vievr 
as the Inscription from Circassia, mentioned in No. VII. 
and is only worthy of notice on account of the rela- 
tionship it bears to the style of writing adopted by the 
remote Colonies of Greece> in which these imperfect 
documents were discovered. 

AIArAnOATrnNEirAYTONFENOMENASTEIMA... 
AI£TEKAlANEI2:4»OPIAI£AnA2AIXTAI2KATATHNB. . 
AEIXQENTATOTKAISAPEIOYAIABIOYEISrENOi: . . . 
TASANESTHSENTEIMHSXAPINSYNTHKAIEni..., 
MEPANAYTHNTnOTEEMOYKAITONEKTONn . . . 

XXV. 

An altar of Parian Marble, brought from 
Delos by an Ancestor of the Rev. Bridges Harvey, of 
Jesus College, Cambridge. It was presented by him to 
the Author, when engaged in placing the Greek Marbles 
in the Vestibule. His name has been therefore inscribed 
upon a small Pedestal below. Such Altars are common 
in the Isle of Cos, and other parts of Greece, at this day. 
The Turks scoop a conical cavity in them, and use them 
as mortars, wherein they bruise their coffee. They are 
generally adorned with the Ram*s Head, sust^aining a 
fillet and festoon, in relief, as in the sculpture seen 
on the Harveian Marble. The Monument upon the 
Islands called Ctaneae, at the entrance of the Euxine 
from the Thracian Bosporus, which has been falsely 

described 
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despribied by travellers as a Pillar, is an Altar of this 
liature^ upon which mariners were accustomed to place 
their vows for a prosperous voyage, previous to em- 
barking on that inhospitable sea. 

xxvi. 

A BUST of JUNO, in Parian Marble, found with 
No. XVL among the Ruins of the Doric Temple of 
Jupiter before mentioned, as situated beneath Gargarus, 
at the base of Mount Ida. 

'^iSflv S* iKuvep TToXi/TTcSaica, fxtirepa dtjp^i/, 
ydpyapovy evQa Se 61 refievo^^ fiw/no^ re dvtiei^^ 

^ Iliad. 6.47. 

But when to Xda^s topmost height he came, 
(Fair Nurse of fountains, and pf savage game) 
Where, o'er her pointed summits proudly raised. 
His fane breathed odours, ai^d his altars blazed.. 

Pope's II. VIII. ^7. 

A more particular account of these Ruins is reserved 
for another publication. In the mean time it may be 
observ^ed, that ^schylus* probably alludes to this Temple 
in the following passage : 

Ok ii/ *lSai(a Trdr/w 

Aio^ Tlarpwov fioDjuio^ i^ri. 
Iq rape cui paterni Idsea sit Jovis ara. 
Plutafch (iiji ParalL) also mentions the building of an 
Altar of Idaean Jove (lSa«oy Aios) in Phrygia. 

' («) iEschyl, in Niob. Vide Strabo, lib. xii. p. 580. 
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XXVII. 

A Marble BAS RELIEF, brought from Athens 
by the Earl of Aberdeen. It is perhaps the same 
mentioned by Wheler**, and represents a Lecti- 
STERNIUM in honour of Ceres, who, according to the 
Mythology of the Greeks, assumed the figure of a Mar? 
to avoid the importunities of Neptune. She was there- 
fore often worshipped, as typifiled in this Bas Relief, 
under the symbol of a Horse's Head ; particularly in 
Sicily, where her statijes represented her veiled in 
black, with the head of a Horse; holding a dove in on? 
band, and a dolphin in the other. The horse Arion i? 
said to have sprung from the union of Ceres (NightJ 
and Neptune (The Ocean.) This fable is evidently 
an allusion to the rising of a constellation, at a 
particular period of the Egyptian year. So antient is 
the representation pf the Horse's Head, as connected 
with the principle of which Ceres was a type% that we 
find it associated with the dead in the Catacombs of 
Egypt, and upon the 2opoi of that country; particularly 
in the celebrated example engraved by Niebuhr, of a 
cistern brought originally from Cairo, and now placed 
with the Soros of Alexander in the British Museum ^. 
It is worthy of remark, that the Horse's Head. placed 

in 



(*) See Wheler's Travels, p, 406. Edit. Lorid. 1682. 

(<=) See p. 30. and also the Dissertation on Medusa's Head in the Appendix, 

(<*) Tomb of Alexander, p. 7. 

H 
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in this Bas Relief exactly corresponds with the situation 
of the Russian .Boghs^ idok of the Greek Chunch, in 
their private apartments and public buildings. 

XXVIIL 

Part of an ILIEAN MARBLE PILLAR, com- 
'memorating the antient usage mentioned in No. XXL 
but bearing an Inscription of much more antient date. 
Professor Porson believed it to be as old as the Archon- 
ship of Euclid. It was found among the Ruins of a 
Temple near the sources of the Scamander, in the Plain 
'of Troy. As to the construction, the verb signifying 
HONOUR is omitted, as in the Tithorean Inscription^ so 
learnedly illustrated by Dr. Parr in '' The Tomb of 
Alexander^ y' and in various other instances noted by 
Spon^. In the Third Volume of Chevalier's Account of 
Troy, thfe Inscription of this Pillaf was most inaccurately 
published, On the authority of Akerblad. The following 
is a genuine copy. 

AlKOINHNOYZArTHXeYXIAZ 
KAITOYArnNOZKAITHZ 
PANHrVPEilZ 
PVeAN 
ZKAMANAPOTIMOYIAIAAA 
KAAnZKAIAEin£KANH<»0 
PHZAZANEYZEBEIAZ 
ENEKENTHZPPOZTHNeEON 



(•) Sec Tomb of Alexander, Appead. IV. p. 155. 

(»») See Spon's Marmora Graca, Nos. 6, 16,17. 20. 21. 23. 24. 5y 65. 
Also No. 45. of Marmara Oxoniensia, Part IL 
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' {Translation.) 

" Those * partaking of the Sacrifice, and of the Grames, and 
•' of the whole Festival, honoured Pytha, daughter of Sca- 
" mandrotimus, Native of Ilium, who performed the Office 
*^ of Canephoros in an exemplary and distinguished manner, 
" for her Piety towards the Goddess." 



XXIX. 

Small Marble BAS RELIEF, found in the 
Remains of the antient City of Sigeum, upon the Pro- 
montory of that name, in the year 1801. It repre- 
sents two persons, one in the Civic, and the other 
in the Military dress, approaching Minerva of Iliunpi. 
There were originally Inscriptions, affording the names 
of these personages, placed immediately over the figures ; 
one only of which now remains perfect ; namely, that 
above the figure of the Goddess ; over which the word 
AGHNA may be distinctly perceived. The inscrip- 
tion above the figure in the Civic dress is lost; but 
above the Warrior, the termination of a name is visible 
in the following characters, AAOX, 



(^} The feminine of the original is not distinguigjied in the TraiislatiQn« as 
Professor Porson so read it ; and it seems doubtful whether the allusion is 
made to Women, or to Cities. 
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XXX. 



A SMALL MARBLE TABLET, with an Inscrip- 
tion, found in the Acropolis of Athens, near the 
Prytaneum. The following Characters only are legible. 



M M A r E Y E 
EnPYTANE YE 
TAZ LAXE ZE 
ZENAELAO LO 
EX N H A LI 
N A e E 



XXXI. 



A SMALL MARBLE TABLET, with an Inscrip- 
tion, found at the Sources of the Scamander. The 
Characters of the Inscription, which is very entire, are 
as follow* 

XlilNIAHZ 

MHTPOTIMOY 

MHTPOTIMOX 
XIXINIAOY 

ABIAZKAMANAPOY 

r YNH A E MHTPOTIMOY 

(Translation.) 
" Chionides, Son of Metrotimus ; Metrotimus, Son of 
- ** Chionides ; Obia, Daughter of Scamander, and Wife 
" of MetFotimus." 
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Superb TORSO, of a Male FiGuftE in ^tariart 
Marble, bi'ought from the Rains of Cnidus, in Caria, by 
R. Walpole of Trinity College, and presented by him, 
together with No. XIX., after his return from his travels 
in Asia Minor. The best sculpture of antient Greece 
once decorated the public edifices of the Cnidians. They 
purchased of Praxiteles the celebrated Statue of Venus, 
which they refused to Nicomedes king of Bithynia, 
although he offered to liquidate an enormous debt under 
which their city laboured*. The same people also carried 
statues to Delphi. Pausanias mentions some of them 
which stood near the treasury of the Sicyonians ^. Even 
in the mutilated state of this Torso, the taste shewn in 
the disposition of drapery, and the anatomical accuracy 
of representation, are sufficient to prove the high degree 
of perfection to which sculpture had attained, when the 
statue was completed. 

XXXIIL 

A vow TO HERCtJLES; being a Sculptured 
Representation of the Club of that Deity, in Marble, 
brought from Athens. Offerings of this nature were 
common in antiient Greece. They were placed, either 
by the public roads, or in small cavities scooped in the 
sides of rocks, amidst consecrated groves, or by fountains, 

or 

(• ) PKd. Hist. Nat. lib. %%xn. c. $, (<») Paadan. in Phbc. 
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or by the altars of the Gods. The custom is still pre- 
served among the superstitions of the Romish Church ; 
before whose painted idols^ similar Vows, in wood or 
wax, may be observed near all tlie public roads, par- 
ticularly those which traverse the Alps and Pyrenees. 

XXXIV. 

A SMALL FbaGMENT of SCULPTURED MaRBLE, 

found in Egypt, and taken from the House of the French 
Institute in Grand Cairo. It has probably more reference 
to. Grecian than to Egyptian Mythology. It represents 
a Winged Infant, perhaps Cupid, with his Torch, holding 
by the drapery of a Female Figure. Were it not for the 
circumstance of the wings, the proportions of the Child 
would rather prove it an Infant Hercules, with the Club. 
An observation of Suetonius, in his Life of Caligula % 
seems to explain the story intended by the original 
group. Germanicus had nine children, of which two 
died young. Livia caused one of them to be represented 
as a Cupid. Augustus placed it in his apartment, and 
kissed it whenever he entered. 

XXXV. 

Fragment of a Small TRIPOD, in Marble. 
A VOW (See No. XXXIII.) from Athens. It repre- 
sented the forms of Three Female Figures, standing with 
their backs to each other. 

. (0 Suetonius in. Vit.Calig. p..370. Edit. BenHtld. I^agd. 1548. 



> 
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XXXVI. 

Small Sitting FIGURE of CERES, in Marble. 
A VOW (See No. XXXIII;) from Athens. 

XXXVII. 

Xhe PAW^ of a LION, in Marble, feeing one of 
the Feet of a large Tripod, from Athens. 

XXXVIII. 

Fragmei^t of a Colossal SxATtrfi, found in 
the Ruins of Paphos, now Baffa, and brought by 
the Author from L^rnica^ in the Isle of Cyprus. The 
Turks had used it with other building materials, and 
fixed it with mortar in a wall. It exhibits part only of 
a Hand of the Statue to which it belonged ; the thumb 
of which, near the lower joint, measures six inches in 
circumference. The anatomy in thi« Figure was so 
exquisitely perfect, that even the veins on the back of 
the hand are distinctly repl-esented ; and, in excellence 
of sculpture, it certainly yields to no relic of antient 
art; not even excepting the Belvidere Apollo. The 
marble differs from that of Greece in general ; being 
whiter, and closer grained, than the Parian, Naxiari, and 
Thasian ; and without the veins of the Pentelican. 



IN 
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The Author, closing this account of the Greek 
Marbles, cannot consistently pass in silence a docu- 
ment of another nature, which is also deposit;ed in the 
Public Library ; namely, A CAST from the Famous 
ROSETTA STONE, presented by the Directors of the 
British Museum • Something may be due on account of 
the relationship in which the chance of travelling placed 
him with regard to the Original ; something on account 
of the interest excited by the extraordinary nature of 
the document itself; but more than all, from the cir- 
cumstance of bis being the depositary of the only correct 
Translation which h&s yet been made of the Greek Text 
upon the Stone. 

It is now above three years since, conversing with 
his lamented friend. Professor Porson, upon the subject 
of the Rosetta Stone, the Author requested him to 
compare the Translation which appeared at the end of 
I Duanes Sefewcwfe^* with the original Greek Inscription. 
The consequence of this request was, that the Professor 
carefnlly corrected the whole of that Translation; and 
left the Corrected Copy, in his own beautiful bftod* 
writing, with the Author; 

mkama noenN, mnama ♦iaowoetnhs! 

A short 



^ (*) Coios of the Seleucidae, Kings of Syria ; with Historical Memoirs, &c« 
London, 1805. 
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A short time previous to this undertakings he com- 
municated to the Society of Antiquaries their own 
Jac-mnile of the Greek Text, not only with the errors 
corrected, but also having the blanks filled up in a most 
surprizing manner ^ in all those places where the Cha- 
racters of the Inscription were deficient, in consequence 
of the injuries which the Stone had sustained. Of this 
extraordinary and valuable information, the Society have 
not, as I am informed, in any way availed the Piiblic or 
themselves* 

The Translation of the Greek Inscription will now 
be ad^ed, as it appeared in the publication before alluded 
to; marking by Italics all those alterations made by the 
Professor; and adding a note or two, which fell from 
him in conversation when making the corrections. 



(^} So completely was the reitoration made accordant with the spirit 
and genius of the Greek language, and so strictly consistent with antient 
Lithography, that the number of Capital Letters exactly corresponded, not 
only with the space they were required to fill, hut also with the relative 
situation and corresponding proportions of the Characters above each Letter 
ihtcoduced. Of the difficulty thus encountered, it is easier to imagine than 
describe.' Yet such was person ! such the persevering industry, and iadie- 
fatigable zeal, of one whom the world called idle ! 

— .CLARUM ET VENEBABILB MOMEN 
OENTIBUS ! WT MVLTUM NOSTRA QUOD PRODERAT URBI « 



Fqrson*a 
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Porson's Translation of the Greek 
Inscription on the Rosetta Stone. 



^* In the reign of the young prince, who received 
the kingdom from his father. Lord of Kings, highly glo- 
rious, Who settled the affairs of Egypt, and respectful 
of the Gods, pious, successful over his enemies, restorer 
of the life of man, lord of the triacontaeterides % like 
the great Vulcan king, even as the Sun the great king of 
the upper and lower districts, descended from the Gods 
Philopatores, whom Vulcan approved, to whom the 
Sun gave victory, the living image of Jupiter, son of the 
Sun, Ptolemy ever living, beloved of Phtha, in the ninth 
year of the priesthood of Aetos, the son of Aetos, of 
Alexander, and of the Gods saviours, and the Gods 
brothers, and of the Gods Euergetae, and the Gods 
philopators, and of the €k)d Epiphjnes, gracious, and 
victorious, of Berenice Euergetfs Pyrra, the daughta* 
of Philinus, being canephorus ; of Arsinoe Philadelphus, 
Areia daughter of Diogenes, being priestess; and of 
Arsinoe, wife of Philopater, Eirene, daughter of Ptolemy, 
being priestess ; on the 4th day of the month Xandicus, 

and 



(*) The Triacontaeteris may have been a festival periodically celebrated, 
as were the Olympic Games^ &c. P. 
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and of the Egyptian Mechir the 18th decree. Tke high 
priests and prophets, and those who go into the sanc- 
tuary to clothe the Gods and the Pterophorae, and the 
sacred scribes, and other priests, all collected from the 
temples along the country to Memphis, to the king, to 
celebrate the receiving of the kingdom by Ptolemy ^ 
ever living, beloved of Phtha, the God EpiphaneSj gra- 
cious, which he received from his father, they beirig 
assembled in the temple in Memphis, on this day, have 
decreed, that as king Ptolemy, ever living, beloved of 
Phtha, the God Epiphjnjbs, gracious, descended from 
king Ptolemy and queen Arsinoe, gods philopatores, 
has bien in many things kind both to the temples and 
all fn them, and to all placed under his government, a- 
God descended from a God and Goddess, as Orus the- 
son of Isis and Osiris, assisting his father Osiris, well dis- 
posed towards [the worship of] the Gods, has brought to 
the temples supplies of money and com, supported n^ny 
expences in order to render the climate of Egypt whole- 
some, and established the sacred rites, and to his utmost 
power has done good, and of the existing reversions, and 
tributes collected in Egypt has totally remitted some and 
lightened others, so that both the people^ and all other 
persons, might be in plenty under his government, and 
the debts due to the king from the inhabitants of Egypt, 

and 

-^-: lifc,.^ ^''- — :; ' 

{^) Polybius mentions the inauguration of Ftolemy Epiphanes. P. 
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and other parte of Aw kki^om^ which were nunierbiit^ 
he has forgiven to the people, and thone who were 
confined in prison, and long engaged in law*snits» be 
had delivered from their perplexities, confirmed the 
claims on the revenues pf the temples, and the annual 
stated contributions to them of com and monc^, and^ 
likewise the proportions allots to the Gods from the^ 
vineyards and gardens, and other articles appropriated 
to the Gods in hujbthers time, and ordered them to 
remain in statu quo; and that out of what belonged to 
the priests they $hould contribute no more to the re- 
venue than they were directed to do until the first year of 
his father ; and also freed those <^the sacred ordera^om 
the yearly voyage to Alexandria, and ordained exemption . 
to them from contribution to the voyage, and of the 
nwney due to government for furnishing the cottonr 
cloths la the temples, he forgave two parts; and all 
other things that were neglected in former times he 
resettled in their proper order, providing that the ac- t 
customed offerings should he decently contributed to the 
Gods. He has also distributed justice to all, as Hermes 
the Great and Great He has ordained also that those 
who went out from among die soldiers, and from others, 
whose minds were set upon the property of thdr; 
neighbours in times of tumult, and returned^ shoidd xe^-i 
main on their own settlements ; and has also provided 
that forces, of cavalry and iia^try, and ships, should 

be 
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be sent against tihe invatien of Egypt bj sea and land; 
hftTing sustained great expenoes both of money and 
corn, that both the temples, and all the inhabitants of the 
country, might be safe. And coming to the city of 
Lycopolis, in the Busiritic [nome], which was circum* 
Yallated and fortified against a siege with a plentiful 
supply of arms, and ail (dher appointmenis, as might 
be expected by the long preceding disafiection of the 
wicked, who were gathered together in it, and had 
done much mischief to the temples and inhabitants of 
JEgypt, and, by counter circling it (the city) with banks 
and ditches and notable walls^ and checking the great 
rise of the Nile in his 8th year, which OTcrflowed the 
plains, by strengthening the mouths of the rivers, exn 
pending on them no small sums, and stationing horse 
and foot to guard them, in a short time took the city 
by assault, and in it slew all the wicked, as [Herm]es, 
and Orus, son of Isis and Osiris, oyercaine those whQ 
in the same places had formerly revolted, so all those 
who led others to revolt from his own father, and 
made desert the country and violated the temples, when 
he came up to Memphis, to assist his father, and his 
own kingdom, he punished properly, at whidi time he 
came to observe the proper ordinances suitable to his 
assuming the kingdom; but forgave what was due to 
the royal treasury from the temples up to the eighth 
year for com and money, no little sum; and in like 

manner 
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oianner the penalties ^/br cotton cloihs not furnished t<» 
the royal treasury, and for taies up to. the same time:' 
he remitted also to the temples the d^dent bushel for 
every acre of sacred land, and. also the liquid measure 
for that of the vineyards, and many things, to Apis and 
Mnevis he gave, and to the other sacred animals in 
Egypt he gave many more than any kings before him, 
always considering what was becoming; and to their 
sepulchres giving what was suitable, largely, and glo- 
riously, and contributions to the several temples, with 
sacrifices and festivals, . and other ordinances : and all 
the valuables in the temples and in Egypt he preserved 
in statu quo, agreeably to the laws ; and the temple of 
Apis he adorned with costly works, contributing to it 
gold and [silver], and precious stones, to. no small 
amount, and placing temples and shrines, and altars^ 
and restoring what wanted repair, haying the disposition 
(^a beneficent Deity in things appertaining to divine 
worship, and informing himself tvhich were the most 
honourable temples, renewed them in his own palac^, 
as was. becoming. In return, the Gods have given 
to him health, victory, power, and all other, blessings! 
of a lasting reign, , to himself and his . children for 
ever. / ■ . '.-..' ..:.-> 



With 
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'' With Good Fortune. 
^* The priests of all the temples throughout the kingdom 
decreed to pay the honours already due to the everlivihg 
king Ptolemy, beloved of Phtha, the God Epiphjives, 
gracious, and likewiee -greatly to increase the honours df 
his parents Gods philopatores, and his predecessors Gods 
beneficent, Gods brothei-s, and Gods saviours, to augment 
the greatnesis, an£{ that the image of the everliving king 
Ptolemy, God, illustrious, gracious, shall be set up-in every 
temple, in the most conspicuous place, which shall be 
called the image of Ptolemy the Defender of Egypt, 
and by the side of it shall be set that of the peculiar God 
of the Temple, who shall be represented giving him a 
victorious shield, which shall be prepared [according 
to the usual] manner, and priests to minister thrice a day 
to the images, and to place by them sacred ornaments, 
and. perform other rites appointed, according as it is 
4pne to other Gods [ill feasts and festivijties, and that 
there be erected to kiing Ptolemy, God, illustrious, gra- 
cious, sprung from king Ptolemy and queen Arsinoe, 
Gods philopatores, an image and a shrine of gold in 
e^ery one of the temples, and to be placed in the sanc- 
tuaries among the other shrines, and in the great festivals 
on which processions are made of the shrines, [the 
ihrine] of this God, illustrious, benevolent, shall be 
i)rought outi [with them] that it may be conspicuous 

now 
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now and in future, and that there shall be placed upon 
the shrine ten golden bosileiiS, on which shall be placed 
an asp : jmt as an each of tibe asp^shaped boHlmcB upon 
other shrines, and there shall be in the midst of them 
the basUeia called i^^XENT, wearing which he entered 
into the [basileioni in Memphis •«.«.. when were per- 
formed the appointed ceremonies on his accession to the 
kingdom, and that there be put upon the square ^ce 
round the basileue before described, in the fore-named 
Jbasileion, amulets: of gold^ on which shall be written that 
they belong to the king, who made the upper and the 
lower region illustrious, upon the thir^i^^A day of [the 
month] Mesoreh, on which the birth^day of the king is 
celebrated, and in like manner on the. .. ^ . . day of* . . . 
in which he received the kingdom from his father, both 
which they have decreed to be named after Urn in the 
sacred calendar, which days are the origin of many 
blessings to all, to observe on those days a festival [and 
celebrities throughout EJgypt, in the temples, monthly, 
and to perform in them sacrifices, and libations, and other 
rites, according to those in other festivals in the temples^ 
and to hold a festival and celebrity in honour of tht 
everliving and beloved of Phtha kii^ Ptolemy, God> 
illustrious, gracious, annually [throughout both the up* 
per and hwer cjountry from the neW-moon of Thouth 
for dive days, on which chaplets shall be worn, aild 
sacrifices and libations oiS&red, and other appropriate 

rites. 
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rites. • And the priests shall be called the priests of the 
everliving God, illustrious, gracious, besides the other 
names of the Gods to whom they minister, and all 

oracles, and for the and it shall be lawful 

to other individuals to celebrate the feast, and place the 
aforesaid shrine, and have it hy them, performing the 

proper ceremonies in the annual festivals in a 

year; So that it may be known why the people in 
Egypt magnify and honour the God, illustrious, gra- 
cious king, according to law. [And what here is decreed 
shall be inscribed] on hlach hard stone, in sacred, and in 
native, and in Greek characters, and placed in each 
temple, both of the first and second Gods'' 
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LETTER ^om the Earl of Aberdeen -fo the Author^ 
respecting the discovery of the figure of Medusas Headt 
as it is represented on the breast of the Eleusinian 
Fragment, in a Thmb necer Athens. 

" AccQRpiisfa to your request, I send you some 
P9rtkvky:9 relative tp the Head of Medusa, an engrayihg 
9^ y^hkh y9» ar^ desirous oi ijEisertiiig in your Work. 

^^ Amongst several Tiin\uliy which I C9.used to be 
opined during my sStay at Athens^ was one of considerable 
m^nitude, situated on the opposite side of the Ilissus, in 
a south-e9st direction frocQ tkifi city, and very nearly, as 
I im^ine, on the ^anti^nt position of the village of Axoue. 
This Tumulys, whe^ri excaya(;ed, was found to contain a 
species gf square chaiptK^r, abQut .eight feet jn diameter, 
and five in height. The pavement and four walk of this 
chamber were composed pf large blocks .of a veiy soft 
and white calc^rtK>us stone, and of which I do not 
r^cpUcictitohaye observod any other specimens elsewhere 
io'thftt country. No vestiges of a ropf remiained ; nor 

did 
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did it appear that the chamber had ever been covered, 
as it was entirely filled with earth and other substances, 
which rose, without the interposition of any other stra- 
tum, to the top of the mound itself. In removing the 
earth, a great number of vases were discovered, with an 
infinite variety in their forms, dimensions, and materials, 
as well as in the subjects with which they were orna- 
mented. In addition to these, were found two square 
chests of marble, each containing burnt bones, and on 
each of which was inscribed MENEZ80Z. I will 
pass over the enumeration of the mirrors, strigils, pa- 
terae, and other objects which this Tumulus contained, 
and proceed to relate in what manner the subject of 
this Letter was discovered. In each corner of the square 
chamber above mentioned, was a head; round one of 
which, connected by small bronze wires, was placed 
a species of chaplet or band, entirely composed of such 
heads as that seen in the engraving. They are of fine 
earthdnware, and the remains of gilding are visible 
over the whole surface, although the features of several 
are much mutilated and corroded by the effects of time. 

I have met with no allusion in any Author to the 
existence of a practice in the antient rites of sepulture,' 
that oiight serve to explain this use of Medusa s Head. 
There seems, however, to- b6 no reason for entertaining 
a doubt of its intimate relation to some part of tlie 
Eleusihian Mysteries : the diferent articles found in the 

same 
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jsame Tumulus^ • which are generally known to be more 
immediatdy connected with these ceremonies, (such as 
the marble eggs, the subjects represented on the vases, 
a leaden medal on which is the Head of Ceres, but, in 
particular, the representation of this same image on the 
breast of the Statue of the Goddess herself at Eleusis,) 
are sufficient clearly to indicate the truth of the suppo- 
sition; What this relation precisely signified, or what 
indeed was the pecuUar import of the symbol itself, does 
by no means admit of an easy explanation. 



mmhUdon, July 22, 1 807." 



"Tours &C. 

ABERDEEN.'' 



In addition to the valuable communication made 
by the Earl of Aberdeen, and as a comment upon the 
subject of it, a few observations will be here subjoined, 
which contain all the illustration the Author of this 
Work is able to offer upon the interesting discovery 
mentioned in his Lordship's Letter. 

It is now above fourteen years since the remarkable 
symbol of Medusa's Head, with the tongue protruded, 
was observed upon paterse found in sepulchres of Magna 
Gmcisi. In the summer of 1793, a very successful 
excavation made near Locri, in the south of Italy, brought 

to 
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to light a great variety of Greek vaaes of raj remote 
antiquity. Among them were some black paterae, most 
elegantly formed, but with no other ornament than 
Medusa's Head^ 9o charaeterized, stamped in bas rdi^ 
in the centre of the interior isiur&oe of each patera. The 
whole collection then diwovered fdl into the Author 6 
handa ; and having long ent^tained a conviction that no 
representation of the Heathen Mythology was ever made 
unconnected with tho$e jsublime truths which formed 
the basis of all the Pagan superstitions, he has since 
endeavoured to refer this extraordinary type to the cir- 
cumstances of its origin. 

The causes which led to the remarkable deposit 
of paterae and cups in Grecian sepulchres are clearly 
manifested, not only by the subjects represented upon 
those vessels, but also by their appearance when 
deputed upon Greek vases, as being in the hands of 
votaries and priestesses officiating in the sacred rites. 
They were considered as Vows offered to the Gods. 
0^ this najbujpe were the Thericlean cups deposited in 
the Acropolifi at Athens ^ Theridles was a Corinthian 
potter ; not that the .cups bearing his name were neces-* 
sa^ly of ^Fthenwjaxe, but fthat, of whatever materials 
ttiey were made, 'their form had been derived from the 
n^ojreantient earthen vases fabricatol by him. Bentley 

hai 

(^) PolemoQ apud Athen. p. 472. Bentley on Phal. p. 125. 
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has dted, upon the subject of the Thericlean caps, a 
passage of Eubulus the Gomic poet, preserved in Athe-^ 
nasufl ^ which is very much to our purpose : 

KauapiiraTOP yap rbv KepafAOV eipya^ofxtiv 
H OtipiKXfis Ta^ KvXiKa^ liviK r/p pio£. * 

" I made the earthenware purer than Thericles did his cups when 
" he was young.^ (Sic leg. BenHeHus.) 

Such strict attention was given to this character of 
purity in offerings of earthen vessels to the Gods, that 
fhey were sometimes merely dried in the sun, and de- 
posited, without paint or varnish of any extraneous 
substasice, in tombs, temples, and other places. The 
idol to whom the offering was made was tjrpified either 
by some symbol expressed upon the clay, by the shape 
of the vessel, or by some painted representation upon its 
exterior surface. Hog skins, imitated in earthenware, 
were Vows to Bacchus; lamps and cups bearing the 
owl, between two branches of laurel, were Vows to 
the Cecropian Minerva ; and vessels of libation, having 
actually the form, not only of the Bust of Ceres, but 
even of the Calathus upon her head, were dedicated to 
that Goddess. But a custom prevailed in antient Greece, 
for the sake of brevity and convenience, of representing 

their 



(*y Bent, on Phal. p. 1 19. 

(0 Eubulus in Dolon. Yid. Athemei Deipnos. lib. ii. p. 471. Edit. 
Casaub. 1657. 
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their Deities by simple expressive signs ; nor has the 
practice been wholly discontinued in the Roman-Catholic 
Church, where a crown of thorns, some nails, or a cross, 
denote the Passion ; a wheel, the martyrdom of St. Ca- 
tharine; and a couple of phials, the death of St. Januarius. 
In this manner, the figure of a dolphin upon a small 
Greek medal serves to shew that Venus was the tutelary 
deity of the city where that medal was struck ; a serpent 
wound spirally on a wand denoted the worship of Escu- 
lapius; a ram's head, Jupiter; a club, Hercules ; a trident, 
Neptune ; a djota, Bacchus. It now remains to prove, 
that Medusa's Head, answering the description here 
given, signified that principle of which all the female 
Divinities of Greece were the personified representations, 
and more peculiarly Ceres ; and that it was therefore 
under circumstances of remarkable association, when 
discoveried forming a chaplet around the scull of a dead 
person in a Grecian tomb. 

In attempting to explore the labyrinth of Pagan 
Mythology, it is necessary to have recourse to a clue 
offered in the religious observances of Oriental nations, 
from which the superstitions of Greece, Sjrria, and 
Egypt, were derived*; as it will certainly guide to a truth 

supported 

(*) " Pour connoitre a fond la Th^ologle des Orientaux et des Egyptiens, 
examinons celie des Grecs et des Romains qui en derive. Jugeons des maitres 
par leurs disciples. Je dois remarquer cependant que la Mythologie Greque 
^t Romaine est bien plus imparfaite que celle des Orientaux et des ^gyptieas.'' 
Discaurssur la Thiologic des Payens,par Ramsay. 
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supported by all history ^nd antiquity; naiqely, that 
the Sun, as Giver of Light, and the Moon, as presiding 
during its privation^ under innumerable signs constituted 
all the male and female divinities of the Heathen world *". 
It will not be necessary to recapitulate the observations 
already made in a former part of the work, upon this 
subject^; although many additional proofs might be ad- 
duced to shew^ that, however numerous the names were 
of the Pagan Deities, they all referred to light or to, 
darkness; to the Sun as ruling the day, or to the Moon 
9S ruling the night^; to a principle of animation, or to its 

privation; 

(**) Plutarch has preserved a fragment of the Theology of the Magi. 
They relate, says he, that Oromazes, or the good principle, originated in the 
purest X.IGHT I but . that Arimaniqs, . the . type of Evil, sprung from the 
DARKNESS, (Vid. Plutfirckt Opera, tom.II. p. 369. edit. Par. 1624.) and that they 
combated with each other. The Oromazes of Persia was the Osiris of Egypt, 
and the Jupiter of Greece.—- The Bacchus of India may also be referred to the 
same origin, 9s appears from Au^n^us : 

*' Ogyfia me Bacchum ▼ocat ; 
Osyrin .£gyptu6 putat : . 
Myst Phanacem Dominant : 
Dionyson Indi existimant.'* Ausoiu Epig* SO. 

'' But let Dionysus, or Bacchus, be . diversified by ever so many names or 
titles, they all, in respect to worship, relate ultimately to the Sun:*' (See 
Biyant^s Mythol, yo\,\. p. 396.) — ''Sit Osiris, sit Omphis, Nilus, Syris, sive 
quodcunque aliud ab Hierophantis usurpatum nomen, ad unum tandem 
SoLEM, antiquissimum gentium numen, redeunt omnia." Seldm de Bits 
Syris, p. 77. 

(c) See pages 29, 30, 31, 32. 

(') Perhaps there is no document to which the Reader may be referred 
for a more complete establishment of the fact, than to the Harpocrates of 
Cuper. '* Atque ut omnes Deos," says the learned author, after adducing 
the most .positive evidence in support of his opinion, *' ad Solem, ita deas ad 
LuNAM (quam AN0HAION9 q. d. vicariam solis, quia noctu idem officium 
terras, quod sol de die prsestat, voc&runt Grseci, teste Hesychio) retulerunt : 

L MincTvam, 



74 

privation j to Zi/fe or to death; to ^re or to water; to 
^(m7i£^ or to silence''. The knowledge of these truths 
seems to have constituted a considerable part of the 
sacred mysteries of the Antients. The most learned of 
them cautiously but clearly substantiate the fact ; and 
among them^ no one more pointedly than Apuleius^ who, 
fraught with the learning of Athens, of Carthage, and 
of Rome, thus sublimely communicates the identity of 
tiie female divinities of the Pagan world, by a personifi- 
cation of the Moon, who is represented speaking K 

*VBehold, 



Minervam, Dianam, Cerereni, Junonem, Isideni, Hecaten, Prosei-pinam^ Rheam, 
Ccsle^Um, Astarten, Parous, Enyo, aliasque Lunam habitas fuisse constat ex iis 
quae memoriae mandant Porphyrius apud Eusebium, lib. iii. praepar. c^ll. 
tom.i. c. 10. et passim; Arnob. lib. iii.; Plutarchus delside^ etin Sulli; Cic»^ 
lib. ii. de Nat. Deor. ; Mart. Capeila; et^ ne omnes tarn yeteres qaam recentiores 
laudem. Job. Gerh. Vossius, et Petros Daniel Huetius, in praeclarissimis 
operibus: quibns addendi sunt illustres et celebres antiquarii, Spanhemius, 
Sequinus, Patinus, Vaillantius, Morellius^ Spontus, aliique, quorum ex nummis 
et operibus lux huic rei magna affimdi potest/' &c. &c. GUh. Cuperi Harpo* 
crates, p. 108. edit. Traj. ad Rhen. 1687. 

(*) "Inferorum deplorata silent lA nutibus meis dispenso.-'' 
£x iis qua apud Apuleium Isis (vel Luna) pronuntiat, Vid. Apuleii As. 
Aurei,\jQm,ll. lib. xi. p. 998. edit. Lugd. ItSI*. Hence the origin of the 
Valentinian, and still more antient'. Gnostic heresy, concerning the emanation of 
the >^o<; from Silence. 

(>>) " £n adsum tuis commota Luci precibus I rerum natura parens, elemen- 
torum omnium domina, &c. &c. Cujus numen unicum, multiformi specie, ritu 
vario, nomine multijugo, totus veneratur orbis. Me primigenii Phryges Pessi- 
nuntiam nominant Deiim Matrem. Hinc Autochthones Attici, Cecropiam 
Minervam ; illinc fluctuantes Cyprii, Paphiam Venerem ; Cretes sagittiferi, 
Dictynnam Dianam; Siculi triiingues, Stygiam Proserpinam; Eleusinii,vetustam 
Deam Cererem : Junonem alii ; alii Bellonam ; alii Hecaten ; Rhamnusiam 
alii: et qui nascentis Del Solis inchoantibus radiis illustrantur^thi9pes, Ariique, 
prisc^ue doctrina pollentes iEgyptii, caeremoniis me prorsus propriis perco* 
lentes, appellant vero nomine Reginam Isidem." Apuleii As. Aurei, lib. xi. 
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*' Behold, Lucius, moved with thy supplications, I am 
present ! I, who am Nature, the parent of things, ruler 
of all the elements, &c. &c. Whose divinity, in itself 
BUT ONE, is venerated by all the earth, according to a 

MULTIFORM SHAPE, VARIOUS RITES, and DIFFERENT AP- 
PELLATIONS. Hence the primitive Phrygians call me 
Pessinuntia, the mother of the Gods ; the native Athe-» 
nians, Cecropian Minerva; the floating Cyprians, 
Paphian Venus ; the arrow-bearing Cretans, Dicttnnian 
Diana; the three-tongued Sicilians, Stygian Proser- 
pine ; and the inhabitants of Eleusis, the antient Goddess 
Ceres. Some again have invoked me as Juno ; others 
as Bellona; others as Hecate; and others as Rham- 
NUSiA : a:nd those who are enlightened by the emerging 
rays of the rising sun, the ^Ethiopians, Arians, and 
Egyptians, powerful in antient learning, who reverence 
my divinity with ceremonies perfectly peculiar, call me 
by a true appellation. Queen Isis.'* 

From all which it appears, that any symbol used to 
denote one of the temale divinities of Greece, applied 
equally to all of them, or to the principle of which they 
were individually personifications. Thus, if Medusa's 
Head signified the worship of Ceres, it also was a type 
of the Moon, of Night, of Darkness, of the sleep of 
Nature, ('* Inferorum deplorata silentia," to use the 
express words of Apuleius,) and of Death. And that this 
was. really the case, the appearance of the symbol in 

question 
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question upon the breast of the Eleusinian Fragment not 
only substantiates ; but a much more powerful inference 
may be drawn from its association ; namely, that the 
Statue itself was, on account of that appendage, neces- 
sarily the Image of Ceres. In order to prove this, and 
also the true meaning of the symbol, we have only to 
refer to the medals of Parium in Mysia, which, with this 
impression in front, have on their reverses, ears of com, 
the cornucopias, the ox, and other symbols sacred to 
Ceres \ The Medusa was the only one of the Gorgons 
subject to mortality*', or to that sleep of death over 
which Ceres herself, the Stygian Proserpine, with regard 
to mortals, and the Moon, with regard to inanimate 
nature, presided. They had therefore a peculiar relation- 
ship to each other. The Antients fabled, that the 
blood which dropped from Medu^*s head gave birth 
to those innumerable serpents which have ever since 
infested the sandy deserts of Libya. Accordingly, her 
head appears with or without serpents, according as 
reference is made, or not, to this tradition. A similar 
superstition ascribes the origin of reptiles to drops falling 

from 



{•) Nummorum Vetenim Descript. Car. Combe, Lond. 1782. Tab. 40. 
fig. 3, 4, 5. and Tab. 41. fig. 16. &c. Also. Catalogue d'une Coll. de Med. 
Grecques, &c. Paris, An 8. p. 42. Nos. 829, 830, 83 1. 

(>) In the enterprize of Perseus to accomplish the death of Medusa, we are 
presented with an allusion to that part of the Theology of the Magi which 
relates to the combat between Oromazes, the principle of light, and Arimanius, 
the principle of darkness, Vid. Plutarch, de Isid. et Osir. 
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from the Moon even at this day ; and in the Macbeth 
of Shakspeare, one of the Witches says, 

"Upon the corner of the Moon 
There hangs a vaporous drop profound; ' 
I'D catch it, ere it comes to ground." 

Shaksp. Macb. Act III. Sc.5, 

The head of Medusa appeared therefore on the .^Egis of 

Minerva, and on the breast of Ceres, as a type of the 

Moon in the firmament : and it may be remarked, that 

a very evident resemblance to the usual representations 

of that planet, as well as to its plenary appearance, may 

be discerned in the representations of Medusa, whenever 

they were connected with the peculiar superstitions 

respecting Ceres. Medals of cities acknowledging Ceres 

as their protecting deity bore the image of Medusa ; as 

those of Athens did that of the owl ; those of Rhodes 

of the pomegranate ; Chios, the sphinx ; Carthage, the 

horse; . Naxus, the diota; Dorium, the trident; and 

many others. 

From what has been said, it will not be difficfult to 

deduce the circumstances of association, which led to the 

situation of this remarkable symbol, as it was discovered 

by Lord Aberdeen, when forming a chaplet round the 

scull of a dead person in a Grecian tomb. It was, in 

itself, an image of mortality *; but, disposed as a chaplet, 

did 



(*) The Author found it closing the orifice of a fimall vase (containing the 
ashes of a dead person), which was discovered in a tomb near the site of the 

antient 
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did most strikingly express " death unto life everlasting y^ 
which was among the truths communicated to those 
who were initiated into the sacred mysteries. A chaplet, 
or rosary of beads^ to which a cross was suspended^ is 
one of the most antient symbols of Eternal Life with 
which we are acquainted : it appears upon a medal in 
the Author's Collection, which has every character of 
the most remote antiquity, and it may frequently be 
observed both among the hieroglyphics and other remains 
of Egyptian sculpture. When the Temple of Serapis 
was destroyed, among the hieroglyphics engraven on 
stones were found crosses, which, as Socrates Scholasticus 
informs us, each party. Christian as well as Heathen, 
adapted to their own religion *. Some of the converted 
Heathens explained the symbol ; and said, it implied life 
TO COME. iSut to those crosses in Egyptian sculpture 
the chaplet is often, if not always, affixed ; and thus, 
while the cross itself signifies " life to comey' the eternity 
of a future state of existence is pictured by a string of 

beads, 

antient Panticapaeum, on the Cimmerian Bosporus. The vase, and its cover, 
are now in his possession. The original signification of Medusa's Head, so 
applied, is most forcibly illustrated by Homer in the following passage from 
the Xlth Book of the Odyssey, 1. 632. edit. Didymi. 
— — — if*i l\ X>^^' ^'o« ji^ii, 
Mn f«oi ro^iiny Kt^aXiw htfTo viKu^a 

me autem pallidus timor invasit, 

Ne mihi Goqponittin caput horrendi monstri 
Ab Inferis mitteret incJyta Penephoyie^ 

{*} Socrates Scholasticus, lib. t. c. 17. 
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beads, having neither end nor beginning. Such chaplets 
or beads are still found, made of glass or amber, in all 
the antient sepulchres and catacombs of Egypt ; and the 
practice of bearing them in the hand is continued, with- 
out any reference to the Christian religion, by all the 
inhabitants of the East. This manner of typifying 
Eternity gave rise to the custom of binding chaplets and 
crowns on the heads of dead persons ; a custom which 
is still retained in France, in Italy, and in other countries. 
Among the Antients it was the symbol of deification. 
The apotheosis of Marcus Aurelius was so expressed on 
a colossal marble bust in Mr. Townley's Collection. And 
it is very remarkable, that every distinct representation of 
the Medusa Head, as discovered by Lord Aberdeen, was 
surrounded by grains or beads so disposed ; while all of 
them together, connected by wires, formed a chaplet 
round the scull ; so that, whether separately or collec- 
tively considered, the symbol itself, and its disposition, 
speaks a language as intelligible as the plainest inscrip- 
tion ; manifesting, after a lapse of ages, that the sublime 
truth of the Soul's immortality was not altogether 
obscured by the darkness of the Heathen traditions. 

THE END. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

The Public are respectfully informed^ that the engraved 
Plate mentioned in Lord Aberdeen's Letter, and which he 
liberally contributed to ornament this Work, is at present 
missing. The Author, however, did not think himself justified 
in delaying the publication on that account; as the Work 
already contains Four Plates, two of which exhibit the figure 
of Medusa's Head on the breast of the Statue. 

In the mean time, no pains will be spared to recover this 
valuable document ; an Impression of which will be afterwardt 
delivered to every Purchaser of the Work. 



The Rea4er is requested to make the following Corrections. 

P. 29, Note(0, for the Dative ru xaxx^, read the Genitive, as 

in the former Edition. 
P. 67, Appendix, for Axoue, read Jxone. 
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